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Introduction:

Despite the vital importance of the governmental and international efforts to combat
climate change, as well as the national, regional and international strategies that seek to reduce
the effects of climate change, the importance of the responsibility that can be assumed by the
individual and society towards this climate challenge cannot be ignored, as the challenge of
adapting to climate change involves both collective and individual action. Therefore, Arab
governments sought to conduct workshops and training for all individuals in different sectors
to raise awareness of the destructive behavior that should be abandoned by individuals and
which could have a significant negative impact on the exacerbation of the phenomenon of
climate change.

In the context of its deep interest in protecting human rights and promoting sustainable
societies that preserve human life in a safe and good manner, Maat for Peace, Development
and Human Rights released the 7t" issue of the SDG 13 Observatory in the Arab Region, entitled
“Arab Efforts towards Raising the Awareness of the Effects of Climate Change”, in order to
track good practices as well as the challenges faced by Arab countries in achieving Goal 13 of
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

The Observatory focuses on the actions and measures taken by Arab countries to
address climate change and its effects, knowing that the observatory focuses on the targets
specific to SDG 13, including; i) Strengthening resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-
related hazards and natural disasters in all countries; ii) Integrating climate change measures
into national policies, strategies, and planning; iii) Improving education, awareness-raising and
human and institutional capacity on climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction
and early warning.

The Observatory is divided into two axes; the first discusses the country focus of this
issue, the State of Kuwait, which has achieved remarkable success in implementing the targets
of SDG13, whereas the second axis monitors the most prominent practices and challenges
faced by the rest of the Arab countries in this regard.

Monitoring Methodology:

The SDG 13 Observatory in the Arab Region adopts a methodology of direct monitoring
of previous publications in the Arab, Western and African media about government efforts to
promote climate action. The observatory focused on a number of secondary research sources,
open sources such as the Internet, and reliable news sites deeply interested in Arab countries
and development paths in general.
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The observatory also relies on information and data published by the Arab environment
ministries on their official websites, and what was reported by electronic newspapers and
written media about the efforts of the governments of Arab countries in achieving the SDG 13
as well as the challenges they faced in order to highlight them.

Targets of the SDG 13 Observatory in the Arab Region

The targets and indicators of the SDG 13 observatory varied according to the scientific
agenda, but given the monthly nature of the observatory, it selectively addresses these targets.
Therefore, the observatory highlights the key targets of SDG 13, which included; First:
Integrating measures related to climate change into policies, strategies and planning at the
national level, second: enhancing resilience and resilience in the face of climate-related hazards
and natural disasters in all countries, and enhancing resilience to those hazards, third:
education, awareness-raising and human and institutional capacities to mitigate Climate
change, adaptation, mitigation and early warning.

It is noteworthy that the observatory included monitoring the extent of the success of
the Arab countries in achieving these goals in particular, in order to focus on the indicators that
can be measured in the short term, and then measure the extent of the success of the countries
in achieving them. Given the observatory's one-month time scope, the measure of some
indicators of achieving the objectives of SDG 13 requires a relatively long time span, one year
or more.

Legal frameworks for SDG 13: Climate Action

The SDG 13 observatory depends on an international legal reference, which is the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change of 1993 (UNFCCC), and the extent of the
commitment of Arab countries to this agreement in addition to the Arab strategies developed
by the governments that come in light of this agreement, and finally, the national initiatives
and programs carried out by the national organizations concerned with climate change issues.

First Axis: The State Focus of the Issue "Kuwait"
First: Overview of the Kuwaiti government's efforts to curb climate change
1. Wataniya Strategy to Combat Climate Change:

It is worth noting that the State of Kuwait does not have a strategy to combat climate change
yet, but it has confirmed in many international forums concerned with climate change that it
is working to launch a national strategy in line with achieving the sustainable development
goals in general and with SDG13 (climate action) in particular, that what was referred to during
the 26th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
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Change in the United Kingdom by Kuwaiti Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, who stated that his country seeks to adopt a national low-carbon strategy until 2050,
based on the principles of a circular carbon economy, and work to promote the reduction,
disposal, reuse, and recycling of greenhouse gases, and enact legislation and laws related to
reducing emissions and adapting to their negative effects at the national level, in line with local,
regional and international environmental obligations.

It is worth noting that Kuwait attaches great importance to diversifying energy sources,
by introducing renewable energies and replacing fossil fuels with liquefied gas to ensure the
sustainability of energy supplies for future generations. Kuwait also paid attention to increasing
natural reserves to reach 15% of the total area of the country, in addition to cultivating
mangroves in the northern coasts and islands of Kuwait with the aim of sequestering and
storing carbon.

Kuwait has also actively participated in the Clean Development Mechanism program
under the Kyoto Protocol, and is now seeking to participate in the mechanisms of Article VI of
the Paris Climate Agreement related to market and non-market mechanisms and joint
cooperation; to promote sustainable development and environmental safety, the Kuwait Fund
for Arab Economic Development has also mitigated the environmental repercussions resulting
from the receding (Aral) Sea in Central Asia and (Corley) Lake in Ghana and reducing the
radiations resulting from the explosion of the (Chernobyl) reactor, whose effects extended to
all regions the world, including Kuwait.!

2. Environmental Awareness:

Kuwait has worked to spread environmental awareness, enhance the environmental concept,
and combat climate change at all levels among society groups through multiple awareness
campaigns, an example of which is the “Let us protect it” campaign, which aims to identify the
Environmental Protection Law No. 42 of 2014 and its amendments, and raise environmental
awareness among citizens and residents throughout the State of Kuwait, which included many
activities using the means (daily newspapers, advertising banners, awareness text messages,
work booths in commercial malls, social networking sites, a campaign website, buses as
exhibition spaces, radio advertisements, conferences and journalist meetings).?

3. Elimination of Ozone Depleting Substances:

In the context of preserving the environment from climate change, the government in Kuwait
launched a national strategy that seeks to get rid of substances that deplete the ozone layer.

https://bit.ly/3zFAWKR <2021 s si3 ¢l ) (o asll g ALl il 3 jala dgal sal 2geall jilmi Y gexi <y oI canlid) o sl
https://bit.ly/3QpTrnS «diull due gl «cy <N Al Adlall Aiell 2

3

www . maaftpeace.org


https://bit.ly/3zF4WkR
https://bit.ly/3QpTrnS

e Ty R
e v s wli s

Within the first phase, which extended for the period (2000-2015), Kuwait’s consumption of
CFCs, halons, carbon tetrachloride, methyl chloroform, and methyl bromide was completely
eliminated, which increase climate change.

The second phase of the strategy to get rid of ozone-depleting substances was launched
during the period (2012-2020), which aims to phase out HCFCs, with a target reduction of 40%
of the average consumption of these substances by Kuwait for the years 2009-2010, with
reference to the success of Kuwait in freezing its consumption to the baseline consumption
level in 2013, and has also reduced 10% of its baseline consumption level in 2015.3

4. Launching Afforestation Campaigns to Combat Climate Change:

The Public Authority for Agriculture Affairs and Fish Resources has announced several projects
to increase reforestation in more than one area in Kuwait, and tens of thousands of plants and
trees have been planted so far. The application of the plant belt includes two aspects: the first
is afforestation, which means planting tall trees, and the second is reforestation, which is,
planting small and medium-sized trees in order to reduce the encroachment of sand and dust
by wind, adding that this method reduces the effects of dust-laden winds and limits the effects
of climate change.

5. Shift towards alternative energy:

Kuwait seeks to produce electrical energy through solar energy in the sector of new residential
buildings that are distributed to citizens, in addition to the afforestation process that aims to
absorb carbon dioxide, which leads to climate modification. Kuwait has started to generate
electricity from solar energy, but it is still in a small scale, as it has brought in windmills to
generate energy and sell it to individuals, and this energy is expected to increase in the next
years.*

6. Government of Kuwait: National Adaptation Plan 2019-2030:

The government of Kuwait launched the National Adaptation Plan for the year 2019-2030, in
the context of low and volatile rainfall and dust storms, one of the greatest climatic aspects
that disturb the ecosystems in Kuwait. The plan prepared by the Environment Public Authority,
the General Secretariat of the Supreme Council for Planning, and the United Nations
Development Office, with the participation of many environmental specialists, recommended
planting trees, educating citizens and raising public awareness about the consequences of
climate change, among the greatest efforts demanded by Kuwait in the coming years.
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The plan added that extreme increases in temperature and reduced precipitation would
fundamentally alter ecosystem functions and socio-economic aspects. The plan pointed out
that frequent dust cases are closely related to the deterioration of air quality in the
atmosphere, which has led to serious health-related problems, which will increase the
subjection of urban areas in Kuwait to climate change.”

Second: Kuwaiti efforts to achieve the targets of SDG13 and promote climate action:

Kuwait has made efforts to ensure its contribution to the protection of the environment
and its resources, where the climate is considered to be an essential part of the environment.
Therefore, Jordan has taken many moves aimed at reducing climate change, which will
naturally affect the reduction of air pollution, water pollution, and soil pollution. In that section,
the government's efforts to achieve the targets of SDG13 during June will be focused on, as
follows:

Integrating climate change measures into national policies, strategies,
Target (1) .
and planning

In light of the Kuwaiti government's efforts to integrate measures related to climate
change into national policies; Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) chaired a high-level panel
discussion on climate change, entitled “Climate change and Resilience: incorporating science
and technology into the study of the oceans in a manner consistent with traditional
knowledge.”

It was noted that Kuwait has an interest in supporting small island developing states,
and has participated in the establishment of the group of friends of the Small Island Developing
States, in cooperation with the permanent delegation of the Republic of Armenia, within the
framework of strengthening the continuous cooperation between the permanent delegation
of Kuwait and UNESCO, as the Small Island Developing States are vulnerable particularly for
climate change, it is now urgent to act.®

T £(2) Strengthening resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards
arge
. and natural disasters in all countries
On enhancing flexibility to address climate-related hazards; In the speech of the
government of Kuwait delivered by the Permanent Representative to the United Nations
Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi at the Security Council session on maintaining international

peace and security and climate-related security risks, it was emphasized that the government
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would continue to support the efforts of the United Nations to address the challenges and
dangers of the phenomenon of climate change, believing that addressing this phenomenon is
a common responsibility, albeit to varying degrees, in line with national priorities and
capabilities, in order to achieve the aspirations of the peoples.

The government of Kuwait, as a neighboring country to Iraq, indicated that it agrees
with Irag on the effects of climate change on the ecosystem, especially the Mesopotamian
Marshes, which calls for close cooperation at various levels to reduce its repercussions on the
environment and population, and work to revive and develop this region.’

Also in the context of combating climate risks; Kuwait launched an afforestation
campaign in the presence of a large crowd of heads of diplomatic missions in the country. The
Director of the United Nations Human Settlements Program for the Arabian Gulf Region
(Habitat) in Kuwait, Ameera Al-Hassan, stressed the importance of continuing the “Kuwait
Plants” campaign that was launched in 2019, with the aim of planting 1,000 trees in “Abdaliyah
Reserve”, in cooperation with the Kuwait Oil Company, and promoting agricultural
environmental awareness to achieve sustainable development goals.

The campaign aims to green areas to resist the impact of global climate change, combat
desertification and reduce the severity of climate change represented by high temperature and
lack of rain. The trees that will be planted are all desert-resistant to heat and water shortages,
and help improve the general hygiene of the population, as they are an important element in
the nature cycle. In addition, the participation of more than 50 ambassadors contributes to
raising awareness about the importance of steps being taken to improve the climate. This
campaign is considered one of the efforts of the State of Kuwait to abide by international
agreements related to climate, particularly the climate change agreement in Paris, which called
for a serious address to the obvious effects of climate change and limiting the rise in
temperature.®

As the Kuwaiti government seeks to improve education, raise awareness, and human
and institutional abilities to mitigate climate change; the State of Kuwait participated in the
opening session of the Third World Conference on Climate Change held in Geneva, and it was
emphasized that the State of Kuwait shares the world’s countries in the risks that will result
from the phenomenon of climate change, and called on Kuwait to raise climate awareness in
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line with the decisions that will be issued by this conference, and to hold workshops,
seminars, and symposiums to raise this awareness so that the negative effects of these
changes on social and economic life in the world can be realized. The conference stressed the
need to flexibly prepare climate information and predictions and the need to develop climate
models that are used in climate predictions.®

Second Axis: The Reality of Achieving SDG13 in the Arab Region

This axis reviews the status of the SDG 13 in the Arab countries, by identifying the most
prominent governmental efforts that have been made to promote climate action during the
past month, by classifying those efforts according to the objectives pursued by the observatory
as follows.

T £(1) Integrating climate change measures into national policies, strategies,
arge
& and planning

First: North Africa:

1. Egypt:

Yasmine Fouad, Minister of Environment, met with the Portuguese Minister of Environment
and Climate Action to discuss ways of bilateral cooperation at the national and global levels in
the fields of environment, climate, and biodiversity, on the sidelines of her participation in the
United Nations Conference on Stations 2022 in Lisbon, which was hosted by the governments
of Portugal and Kenya from June 27 to July 1, 2022 under the slogan "Save our oceans, protect
our future"

Yasmine Fouad congratulated the Portuguese government for organizing the United
Nations Ocean Conference 2022 in cooperation with Kenya, as one of the milestone steps in
environmental work. During the meeting, the minister reviewed national efforts to address the
effects of climate change and the threat of severe climatic conditions to local communities,
especially those near the coasts.!°

Yasmine Fouad, Minister of Environment, met with the Australian Minister of
Environment on the sidelines of her participation in the United Nations Conference on Stations
2022 in Lisbon. During the meeting, Yasmine Fouad reviewed some of Egypt's efforts to prepare
for the presidency of the upcoming COP27 climate conference, through the Higher Committee
for organizing the hosting of the conference headed by the Prime Minister, which Egypt seeks
to be an implementation conference that works on formulating the pledges made in Glasgow,
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and advancing the course of climate action in a balanced manner, and making progress in
mitigating, adapting, and formulating mechanisms to activate the San Diego Loss and Damage
Program.!!

Yasmine Fouad, Minister of Environment, met with British Lord Goldsmith, on the
sidelines of the United Nations Ocean Conference, which is being held in the Portuguese
capital, Lisbon, pointing out the aspiration to obtain the support of countries in the various
initiatives.!?

Yasmine Fouad, Minister of Environment, participated in the consultative session that
was held with the participation of the ministries of the environment of a number of countries,
a number of development partners, in addition to civil society organizations, through the video
conference feature, to discuss the global initiative for waste 50 by 2050, which will be launched
during the upcoming COP27 climate conference, which aims to raise the recycling rate to 50%
of African waste by 2050.

The Minister of Environment stressed that the upcoming climate conference is the fifth
high-level global conference hosted by Africa, so it is an opportunity to achieve a real impact
in the field of climate change, as the climate conference will be a comprehensive conference
for implementation, explaining that climate changes have significantly increased their intensity
during the past few years, as Africa has witnessed severe bouts of high temperatures, long
seasons of drought, in addition to a decrease in the level of rivers, in addition to the continent's
exposure to many natural disasters and crises.*3

Yasmine Fouad, Minister of Environment, Ministerial Coordinator and Envoy of the
COP27 Climate Conference, held a meeting with Hala Al-Saeed, Minister of Planning and
Economic Development, to follow up the work on the preparations for Egypt's hosting of the
COP27 Climate Conference, in the presence of the working team formed by the two ministries
in this regard.

Yasmine Fouad began her speech by praising the constructive cooperation between the
two ministries in many files, including working to integrate environmental sustainability and
climate change issues into the local and national planning process and various economic
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policies, in addition to stimulating the private sector to accelerate the transition to
environmental conservation and others®.

According to the instructions of Yasmine Fouad, Minister of Environment, Ali Abu Sunna,
Executive Director of the Environmental Affairs Agency, visited Sharm El-Sheikh to see the
environmental conditions in the city, as part of preparations for Egypt’s hosting of the 27th
session of the International Climate Conference, Cop27, to be held next November in Sharm
El-Sheikh.

To complement the role of the Ministry of Environment in the coordination work
between the various authorities, Ali Abu Sunna, with a number of technicians from the
protected areas sector in the agency and Brigadier Ibrahim Alawi, the minister’s advisor for
nature reserves, inspected the equipment and development work that is in full swing to reach
the landmarks and the environmental situation in the city to the best pictures before the world,
in cooperation with all environmental work partners in preparation for receiving the
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Convention on Climate Change Cop27, noting
that the development work includes the Ras Mohammed and Nabq resreves, the oxidation
lakes area, and the Peace Park®>.

Yasmine Fouad, Minister of Environment, and Nevine Gamea, Minister of Trade and
Industry, held an expanded session of talks to review the latest developments regarding Egypt’s
hosting of the 27th session of the Conference of the States Parties to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP27), to be held in Sharm El-Sheikh next
November, many leaders of the Ministries of Industry and Environment participated in the
meeting.

The Minister of Environment said that in the framework of the preparation of the
Supreme Committee to host the conference, the committee approved the existence of a
special day for “reducing emissions” within the unofficial days of the conference, which is
entrusted to the Ministries of Industry and Petroleum, and will include a number of heavy
industries with the aim of opening a logical and scientific dialogue with representatives of these
industries to hear their views and point of view, on how they are committed to reducing
emissions to limit the effects of climate change, and the mechanism that will be implemented
in this regard?®.
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Within the framework of the Prime Minister’s assignments to prepare lists of green
development projects and start promoting them with international financing bodies, Rania Al-
Mashat announced the launch of the “Noufi” program for financing and investing in climate
projects according to an integrated approach between the water, food and energy sectors, and
promoting the first list of projects in these sectors, in order to promote environmentally
friendly projects within the National Climate Change Strategy 2050, and to promote Egypt’s
Vision 2030.

This occurred during the activities of the Joint Coordination Cooperation Platform of the
Development Partners Group, which was held in partnership between the Ministry of
International Cooperation and the United Nations Office in Egypt, under the title “Climate
Change and Strengthening Partnerships and Strategic Dialogue on Fair and Sustainable Climate
Finance... The Axis of the Relationship between Energy, Food, and Water” Noufi Program.?’

Prime Minister, Mostafa Madbouly, held a meeting to follow up efforts to prepare for
Egypt's hosting of the 27th session of the Conference of the States Parties to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change COP27. The Prime Minister stressed the keenness
to follow up diligently the preparation steps for the COP27 climate conference, and to provide
various aspects of support, in order to ensure permanent coordination between the concerned
authorities, to achieve the appropriate organization of this important international event?,

Dr. Yasmine Fouad, Minister of Environment, and Engineer Tarek El Molla, Minister of
Petroleum and Mineral Resources held a coordination meeting at the headquarters of the
Ministry of Petroleum and Mineral Resources to discuss preparations for Egypt’s hosting of the
COP27 World Climate Summit in Sharm El Sheikh next November, and to review the efforts of
the joint working team of the two ministries in completing the necessary arrangements to
organize a number of activities related to environmental sustainability and carbon reduction in
the energy, oil and gas sectors within the conference activities, in preparation for presenting
the developments of cooperation in this context to the Higher Committee for hosting the
conference headed by Dr. Mostafa Madbouly, Prime Minister.

Yasmine Fouad, Minister of Environment, discussed with Tarek El Molla, Minister of
Petroleum, the procedures of preparing well for the “carbon reduction” day, which was
approved within the unofficial substantive days during the upcoming COP27 Climate Summit,
and the tasks entrusted to the Ministry of Petroleum during the coming period of work on
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defining topics which will be discussed on that day, in preparation for submission to the
Supreme Committee for hosting the conference?.

Dr. Yasmine Fouad, Minister of Environment, confirmed that the preparation and launch
of the sixth Global Environment Outlook (GEO 6) report represents an independent, impartial
and transparent assessment of the state of the environment, the effectiveness of policy
response to environmental challenges, and possible paths to achieve various internationally
agreed environmental goals, noting that this would support environmental decision-making
processes not only for governments, but also for stakeholders from local governments, private
sector institutions, youth and other relevant societal actors and groups, and encourage fruitful
interaction between science and policy. This occured during a recorded speech delivered by
Dr. Yasmine Fouad, Minister of Environment, during the launch of the League of Arab States'
sixth Global Environment Outlook Report (GEO-6) in the Arab region.?®

Within the framework of cooperation between the Ministry of Environment and the
Ministry of State for Migration and Egyptians Abroad Affairs, and to complement what was
agreed upon during the meeting of Yasmine Fouad and Ambassador Nabila Makram, Minister
of Mmigration, to coordinate the participation of young Egyptians studying abroad “MEDCE”
in the 27th session of the Conference of the States Parties to the Framework United Nations
Convention on Climate Change "COP27", which will be held next November in Sharm El-Sheikh.

The Minister of Environment, Yasmine Fouad, confirmed that young people presented
unconventional ideas to achieve sustainability at the COP27 climate conference in several
areas, such as electric and participatory transport, following sustainable practices in hospitality
and food presented at the conference, benefiting from food waste and using environmentally
friendly packaging methods, in addition to submitting proposals for pilot projects to confront
effects of climate change.!

Yasmine Fouad, Minister of Environment, and Maya Morsi, President of the National
Council for Women, held an extensive meeting via video conferencing to discuss preparations
for the 27th Conference of Parties on Climate Change, which Egypt will host in Sharm El-Sheikh
in November, in implementation of the decisions of the Higher Committee concerned with
preparing for the COP27 climate conference. Dr. Yasmine Fouad, Minister of Environment,
confirmed that the meeting dealt with discussing the women's initiative that will be launched
before the climate conference, and it will be reviewed and discuss mechanisms for its
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implementation during the activities of the Women's Day, which will be held on the sidelines
of the climate conference, with the identification of donors and funders for this initiative.??

Within the framework of Egypt’s efforts to support the environmentally friendly
technological transformation to address the effects of climate change, Egypt participated in
the celebration of the People’s Republic of China, inaugurating the shipment of the first batch
of equipment to contribute to transforming Sharm El-Sheikh into a green city, provided by the
Chinese Ministry of Environment to the Egyptian Ministry of Environment to address the
effects of climate change in the framework of the Southern Assistance Program.

Algeria:

The Minister of Environment, Samia Moualfi, received the Ambassador of the Arab Republic of
Egypt in Algeria at the Ministry's headquarters. The two parties discussed ways and
mechanisms of cooperation and partnership between the two countries and the strengthening
of the Algerian-Egyptian bilateral relations in the field of environment and climate change.
Among the most important things discussed was the establishment of a joint committee to
implement the executive program in the field of environment and climate change, which
extends until 2024, recently signed during the eighth session of the joint committee between
the two countries last June. Among the most important points that were discussed was the
preparation file for the 27th session of the World Climate Summit to be held in Sharm El-Sheikh,
Egypt, next November.?

The Minister of Environment, Samia Moulafi, participated, as a guest of honor, in the
high-level meeting of the Sahel Group, organized by the Algerian Red Crescent, which deals
with the issues of migration, the food crisis and climate change. The Minister delivered a
speech on this occasion, in which she highlighted Algeria's role in confronting the effects of
climate change, as well as the mega projects that the state was pioneering in combating
desertification, such as the Green Dam project, which President Abdelmadjid Tebboune
announced on its resurrection, which covers an area of 4.7 million hectares.?*

Mauritania:

The Minister of Environment and Sustainable Development received, in her office in
Nouakchott, HE Alexandre Haine, Representative of the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAO) in Mauritania. The meeting dealt with the areas of cooperation
existing between our country and this organization, especially in the field of visualization,
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preparation and access to project finances in accordance with national priorities in the field of
adaptation to climate changes, restoring ecosystems and the agreement on wetlands.?

Sudan:

The Supreme Council for Environment and Natural Resources signed a memorandum of
understanding with the National Research Center to implement the program of using
alternative materials for construction in the work areas of the Climate Change Adaptation
Project in White Nile State. Emphasis was also placed on strengthening cooperation with the
National Research Center by making use of mature technologies that suit local communities
and make them more prepared to face climate change.?®

A project to strengthen national capacities was established, which aims to improve the
decision-making process and generalize global environmental commitments at the Supreme
Council for Environment and Natural Resources. Within that framework, a training workshop
was held on climate change and improving national capacities in that field.?’

Sudan participated in the regional ministerial conference on the impact of the
environment and climate change on migration in the Ugandan capital Kampala. The
participants in the conference discussed enhancing cooperation in relation to climate change,
migration, displacement and resettlement of the displaced. The conference also aims to
develop an integrated approach to mobility resulting from climate change, while further
addressing the effects of climate change on the movement of people in the region.?®

Saudi Arabia:

The Kingdom organized the Jeddah Summit for Security and Development, during which Prince
Mohammad bin Salman bin Abdulaziz, the Saudi Crown Prince, affirmed that Saudi Arabia
hopes that the summit will establish a new era of joint cooperation; to deepen the strategic
partnership with the United States. The Saudi Crown Prince added, before the leaders and
heads of delegations of the Gulf Cooperation Council countries, America, Jordan, Egypt, and
Iraq in Saudi Arabia, that the world is currently facing challenges, most notably climate change,
that requires dealing with realistically and responsibly, to achieve sustainable development, by
adopting a balanced approach, with a gradual and responsible transition towards more
permanent energy sources. He pointed out to the Jeddah Summit for Security and
Development that the major challenges that the world has recently faced due to the Corona
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pandemic, in addition to the geopolitical situation, require more concerted international
efforts to recover the global economy and achieve food and health security.?®

Sultanate of Oman:

The Sultanate of Oman, represented by the Environment Agency, participated in the
environmental cooperation meeting “for a better future” that was held in the Islamic Republic
of Iran. The Omani delegation participating in the meeting was headed by Abdullah bin Ali Al-
Omari, head of the Environment Agency, this meeting to enhance regional cooperation and
confront environmental challenges that affect the region. The Sultanate of Oman, along with
the participating countries, stressed the importance of cooperation and coordination in the
region and the need to conclude bilateral and multilateral action plans and plans to follow up
on the results of this meeting.

The participants also stressed the need for coordinated and timely procedures to
protect the natural environment of the region, and the need for cooperation in the field of
environment as a shared responsibility, and that such challenges do not recognize any limits,
including global warming, climate change, loss of biodiversity and environmental pollution,
especially sand and dust storms, which are among the most pressing environmental challenges
in the region, as well as the role of public and youth participation and NGOs in achieving a
healthy environment.3°

The Sultanate of Oman and the Federal Republic of Germany signed a declaration of
joint intent for cooperation in the field of energy, which contributes to the exchange of
technical knowledge, its integrated systems and smart grids. The signing of this declaration
fulfills the desire of the two countries to continue to strengthen and develop their cooperation
in the field of energy on the basis of mutual benefit, as parties to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, and their desire to create a framework for the exchange of
technical knowledge, advice, skills, and experiences in the field of energy.3!

Iraq:

In light of the launch of the Catalytic Climate Action Project in Iraq, which supports national
efforts to adapt to and mitigate climate change, and which focuses on preparedness to
confront drought, management of water resources and renewable energy, the Ministry of
Environment confirmed that it will continue to work with the United Nations and the
international community on projects to reduce the damage caused by the climate changes in
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Irag. The Ministry of Environment also relies heavily on international support, as international
funding has been spent mainly in the face of desertification and dust storms, and the
deterioration of agricultural land. Climate changes affect all regions of Iraqg; they constitute a
major challenge facing human life in water resources remained scarce.??

UAE:

The UAE hosted the 3" National Dialogue for Climate Ambition (NDCA), under the theme
‘Financing the transition of the UAE to net zero by 2050’. The dialogue was organized by the
Ministry of Climate Change and Environment (MoCCAE), and the panel discussion brought
together 80 representatives of relevant government and private sector institutions, including
financial regulators, banks and finance companies. The participants in the dialogue discussed
the trends of sustainable finance globally, and reviewed the status of this type of finance at the
local level, with the aim of exploring the necessary tools and mechanisms to support the UAE’s
journey to reach climate neutrality. The discussions also addressed the need of the Middle East
and North Africa region for 1.2 Almost $1 trillion in investments to decarbonize the regional
economy.33

Mariam bint Mohammed Almheiri, Minister of Climate Change and the Environment,
visited the National Center of Meteorology in the capital, Abu Dhabi, and Dr. Abdullah Ahmed
Al Mandoos, Director of the National Center of Meteorology and President of the Asian
Meteorological Federation, welcomed her along with a number of senior employees. The visit
witnessed the launch of an updated version of the “National Air Quality Platform” in the UAE.

The updated version of the National Air Quality Platform is characterized by easy access
for all members of society to information on the state of air quality, in addition to the benefit
of a number of sectors with information, especially the health and academic sectors. The
“National Air Quality Platform” reviews the state of air quality in the country in real time
through the air quality index, which is a simplified representation of data using color indices to
determine the extent of air quality and the health effects associated with it in a specific area
across the Emirates.3*

The Office of the UAE Special Envoy for Climate Change has signed a Memorandum of
Understanding agreement with the French government with the aim of enhancing the
economic and social benefits of climate action and raising ambitions for implementing the Paris
Agreement, in addition to supporting the twenty-eighth session of the Conference of the
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Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP28), to be hosted
in the UAE in 2023, at the "Expo City Dubai".3®

Climate and the future of clean energy occupied an important place in the UAE-US
summit held in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. The summit, which brought together Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE, and US President Joe Biden, was culminated by the
signature of an important agreement between the two countries to explore new opportunities
in the field of climate and clean energy to drive economic growth and sustainable development.
The agreement adds more gains to the world thanks to the strong interest and bold initiatives
adopted by the UAE to combat climate change and help the planet restore its ecological
balance.3®

Bahrain:

A closing ceremony (the Climate Innovation Initiative) was launched under the auspices of the
Minister of Oil and Environment. This initiative is considered among a number of diverse and
distinguished initiatives within the framework of achieving sustainable development goals and
reducing the effects of climate change. This initiative plays a key role in supporting national
efforts to protect the environment and raise awareness about it. The Climate Innovation
Initiative came provides a space for creativity and innovation in the field of confronting climate
change and adapting thereto.?’

During the visit made by Eng. Wael bin Nasser Al Mubarak, Minister of Municipal Affairs
and Agriculture, and H.E. Mohammed bin Mubarak bin Dina, Minister of Oil and Environment,
to a number of mangrove plantation nurseries in the Kingdom of Bahrain to determine the
nurseries’ readiness to achieve national goals, they stressed the importance of increasing green
spaces and multiplying the mangroves in order to reduce the effects of climate change and
contribute to achieving the goals of the Kingdom of Bahrain to reach net zero.38

The Ambassador of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the Kingdom of Bahrain handed over
the invitation from President Al-Sisi to the King of Bahrain, to participate in the activities of the
27t session of the Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change.?°

Jordan:
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The Minister of Environment met with the Italian Ambassador to the Kingdom of Jordan. During
the meeting, the two sides exchanged views on the most important and prominent
environmental issues of common interest, strengthening aspects of cooperation and joint
coordination between the two friendly countries, and the efforts made by both partiesin facing
urgent environmental challenges, specifically with regard to the measures to confront
Challenges of climate change and waste management as well as the ways to enhance them to
serve the interests of the two countries in this field.*°

The Ministers of Agriculture, Water, Irrigation and Environment were briefed on the
mechanisms and plans for implementing a project to build resilience to climate change in
Jordan. The project sought to improve the efficiency of using water in agriculture in the
southern governorates, with a value of 33 million dollars. The project is funded by the United
Nations Climate Change Fund, in partnership with the FAO and the United Nations
Development Program.

As part of the ministries’ endeavors to adapt to climate changes and achieve food
security, the country has worked to establish about 2,000 rainwater harvesting wells in a
number of governorates, as part of its plan to establish 6,000 wells and a number of excavations
and dams in the Kingdom’s regions in cooperation with the armed forces, leading to home
water harvesting that helps in home farming and saves water for the family and takes
advantage of the rain.*

Under the instructions of Prime Minister Mostafa Madbouly, the Minister of
Environment, Yasmine Fouad, announced that the Ministry of Environment, in cooperation
with the relevant ministries, has completed the preparation of the first package to finance the
projects of the National Climate Change Strategy 2050. Yasmine Fouad explained that the set
of projects aim to focus on the energy, food and water sectors in cooperation with the
ministries of electricity, energy, agriculture, water resources, irrigation, housing and urban
communities.

The Minister of Environment confirmed that this package of projects was prepared
based on the idea that energy is the basis of life with the increase in the use of new and
renewable energy in the agricultural sector to provide food, especially in light of the high food
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prices worldwide, as well as in providing water needs through the establishment of
desalination plants. It has the use of new and renewable energy plants.

Fouad discussed with the International Monetary Fund mission Egypt’s steps in the
climate file, especially with the launch of the National Climate Change Strategy in Egypt 2050,
and preparations to host the next COP27 climate conference. The representatives of the
mission expressed their aspiration to get to know Egypt's vision to implement the climate
change strategy, and to update the national contributions strategy, the mechanisms of Egypt's
direction towards green investment and the involvement of the private sector, in the presence
of a number of the leaders of the Ministry concerned.

During the meeting, Fouad confirmed that Egypt's experience in working on the first
offering of green bonds through the Ministry of Finance was distinguished, especially in
working on selecting programs and projects that will be implemented within the framework of
these bonds and making sure that they take into account the climate dimension of adaptation
and mitigation, as we started with energy projects. She explained that the last period witnessed
a shift in the vision of the financial sector in Egypt for the environment and climate projects,
especially after developing policies and the language of dialogue in the environment sector to
go towards a real integration of the environment and climate dimension in development
sectors, and work in parallel on greening the state budget to ensure a comprehensive and real
integration of the environment into the development process.*?

Fouad and Ashraf Sobhy, Minister of Youth and Sports, held an extensive meeting to
discuss preparations for Egypt’s hosting of the 27th Climate Conference on Climate Change in
Sharm El Sheikh. During the meeting, the Minister of Environment explained that the Climate
Conference needs a number of young volunteers who have been trained by the Ministry of
Youth to participate in organizational aspects During the upcoming climate conference, the
United Nations organization needs about 260 volunteers with specific specifications and
qualifications, and the organizational part of the conference needs nearly 1,000 young
people.®

Fouad met with the Acting Assistant Director of the US Agency for International
Development for the Middle East, Mr. Andrew Plett and the USAID delegation in Cairo to
discuss joint cooperation in a number of environmental issues such as climate, biodiversity,
ecotourism, and integrating the environmental dimension into educational curricula. The
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Minister praised the fruitful cooperation with the Agency in supporting environmental work in
Egypt.

Fouad reviewed the features of preparing to host the next climate conference COP27 as
an implementation conference, in light of the completion of the Paris Agreement rules book,
and Egypt's keenness to build on the success achieved in the Glasgow Climate Conference and
advance the climate action agenda, and work to achieve parallel and balanced progress in all
negotiation tracks, especially the goal of maintaining the temperature at 1.5 degrees, in
addition to Egypt's keenness to meet with various regional groups to find out their aspirations
and requirements to ensure that decisions are reached that achieve the interests of all.*

During the World Economic Forum's Energy Transition session via video conference,
attended by the Minister of Environment, the Ministerial Coordinator and the Envoy of the
Climate Conference COP27, Fouad presented Egypt’s views of the upcoming COP27 climate
conference, especially in the field of just energy transition and its importance at this critical
time. Fouad stressed that Egypt, during its presidency of the upcoming COP27 climate
conference, seeks to be an implementation conference, with the completion of the Paris
Agreement rulebook, building on the successes achieved at the Glasgow Climate Conference
in various tracks such as mitigation, adaptation, losses, damages and financing.*

Fouad, Minister of Environment, Dr. Khaled El-Anani, Minister of Tourism and
Antiquities, and Major General Mahmoud Shaarawy, Minister of Local Development, held a
meeting to discuss the latest developments in the file of transforming Sharm El-Sheikh into an
environmentally friendly green city, in addition to discussing mechanisms for the safe disposal
of waste for hotel and tourist facilities in the city, in preparation for Egypt's hosting of the 27th
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Convention on Climate Change "COP 27" next
November.4®

Fouad held a press conference after the cabinet meeting, under the chairmanship of Dr.
Mostafa Madbouly, at the government headquarters in the new city of El Alamein, where she
indicated that within the framework of Egypt's preparations to host the twenty-seventh session
of the Conference of the States Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change Climate COP27, and in conjunction with the President of the Republic, for
Berlin to participate in the Petersburg Climate Dialogue, and on the basis of Egypt’s active role
at the international level within the framework of the United Nations Framework Convention
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on Climate Change and the Paris Agreement, Egypt submitted the updated report of the
Nationally Determined Contributions to the Secretariat of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change , which comes as one of the commitments under the Paris
Agreement.’

Libya:

The Libyan Organization for Environment and Sustainable Development issued a publication
appealing to the city and the Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry of Interior, Civil Defense and
the National Safety Authority to cooperate in putting out fires caused by climate change in the
city of Msallata, and demanded the Libyan government to provide the capabilities and
firefighting equipment from cars, elements or a point of civil defense to be It is located within
the walls of the reserve to provide assistance to the reserve first, because it is always exposed
to fires and to all surrounding areas.*®

Morocco:

In light of the international efforts to mitigate the effects of global warming that cause climate
change, Morocco has adopted a pioneering trend in the field of clean energy for years,
expecting through this to reach 51 percent of its energy needs through renewable sources by
2030, while Morocco is heading to become one of the most important hydrogen producing
countries.*

The continuous field interventions, by land and air, over a period of 6 days, enabled
significant progress to be achieved in containing the forest fires raging in a number of provinces
of the Tangiers-Tetouan-Al Hoceima region, thanks to the recruitment of thousands of
firefighting teams supported by volunteers from the population of the neighboring regions.>°

The wave of fires that pervaded a number of forests in the north of Larache, Taza and
Tangier districts, knocked on the gates of Rabat, where a fire broke out in the Green Belt forest
in the Al-Fath district of Rabat. The firefighting teams of the regional command of civil
protection in the city, backed by elements from the Water and Forestry Authority and the soil
and security authorities, were able to contain the fire that broke out in the forest of the Yacoub
Al-Mansour district in Rabat.>!
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Mauritania:

The Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development in the green belt of Nouakchott
organized the official launch ceremony of the National Tree Week, for this year 2022, which
covers the period from 1 to 7 August 2022. The National Tree Week aims to sensitize citizens
about the importance of trees in combating desertification and climate change, and to achieve
sustainable development.

This year, the Week aims to plant approximately 6000 hectares, or nearly 7 million trees,
to be planted on the entire national territory, from now until 2024. It will take place at the level
of section No. 4 of the green belt of the city of Nouakchott of the National Agency for the Great
Green Wall, from which the activities of the National Week for Trees were launched, about 500
trees are planted on an area of a hectare.

The National Great Green Wall Agency will also carry out large-scale afforestation
operations and mechanical and biological stabilization of shifting sands at the level of the states
located on its track throughout this week in order to protect 1,500 hectares, in addition to the
free distribution of some fruit trees and shade-oriented. Many bushes will be planted
throughout this week by some organizations such as the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees at the level of the Embera refugee camp in the Paskno district.>?

Somalia:

The United Nations warns that 1.4 million children are facing malnutrition in Somalia this year
amidst a prolonged drought. East Africa has suffered four consecutive seasons of poor rains -
Somalia has been one of the countries worst affected. More than 750,000 people there have
been forced from their homes across the country in search of food, water and pasture.>3

Jordan:

The Kingdom has launched a “national capacity-building project to adapt to the phenomenon
of climate changes in the water and agricultural sectors,” which is part of the national plan to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The project aims to manage and create water sources, and
is implemented in cooperation with the Ministries of Water, Irrigation and Agriculture, in
addition to the Ministry of Environment, the national umbrella for the climate change program.
The value of the project is $33 million, and it is funded by the Green Climate Fund, which is one
of the global financial mechanisms for financing environmental projects with impacts on
climate change. The first axis of the project is implemented in the governorates overlooking
the Dead Sea basin (Madaba, Karak, Tafila, Maan), because these areas are considered the

https://bit.ly/3BOXNks 2022 (shutf 8 chly )l o f 385 sl 33 s ¢ ,Lall 52
https://bit.ly/3A63XLM 2022 alall 13¢d 3 il jida gl &,g.bu ol S Jia cRal Nisal) dpaiil) g A3ul) 3 ) ) 53
21
-
s i e e e —————
www . maaftpeace.org



https://bit.ly/3BOXNks
https://bit.ly/3A63XLM

e Ty R
e v s wli s

most affected and suffer from a lack of rain, according to Al-Khashanah. The project seeks to
establish more than 8,000 water collection systems, represented by ground or overhead tanks,
and the use of water-saving devices in home systems, in addition to making use of treated
water.>

The Jordanian government, in cooperation with UNICEF, launched a new study that
warns of serious social and economic consequences awaiting most countries of the world in
light of rising temperatures, climate change and the food price crisis. According to the study,
the costs of water stress in Jordan are evidence of the increasing water shortage globally, as
demand continues to exceed supply. The study warned of the increasing effects and harms on
children and women, especially water stress and economic and social conditions, especially
since Jordan is one of the most water-stressed countries in the world.*

Within the framework of the directives of Yasmine Fouad, Minister of the Environment,
to activate the national dialogue on climate change in all governorates of the Republic,
including the participation of all segments of society, the EEAA branch in Sohag participated in
the first scientific forum between the Valley of Science and Technology at Sohag University and
the Al-Azhar International Center for Astronomy and Space Sciences at the Islamic Research
Complex, under the auspices of The Grand Imam, Prof. Dr. Ahmed Al-Tayeb, Sheikh of Al-Azhar
Al-Sharif, in the presence of Major General Tariq Al-Figi, Governor of Sohag, Dr. Essam Amer,
Head of the Branch Sector at the Environmental Affairs Agency, a number of Al-Azhar and
Church leaders, representatives of the Ministries of Youth, Sports and Higher Education, and
representatives of civil society organizations and NGOs.

Fouad confirmed that participation in these events comes as part of Egypt’s
preparations to host the Climate Conference Cop 27 during the month of November 2022,
where the national dialogue on climate change presents a message to the world that the next
climate conference is an executive conference in which all segments of society participate and
stand in solidarity to reduce the negative impact of climate change, as the results and
recommendations of the national dialogue in the different governorates will be compiled and
studied to benefit from them in the discussions and events of the climate conference.>®
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Within the framework of cooperation between the Ministry of Environment and the
United Nations Children's Fund to raise awareness among young people, the Ministry and the
organization announced, through their official Facebook page, that they had received training
requests to conduct a participatory questionnaire at the local community level on issues
related to youth and climate change.>’

Fouad praised the youth's awareness of the dangers that threaten the environment,
including the issue of climate change, noting that this year's marathon aims to raise awareness
of this issue and ways to confront its negative effects, and mobilize the energies of young
people to positively participate in this important issue, and during the event, a problem was
also shed light on the problem Single-use plastic waste and ways to reduce it through safe and
environmentally friendly alternatives.>®

Within the framework of preparations for Egypt to host the 27th session of the
Conference of the States Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change “COP 27”, which is scheduled to be held next November in Sharm El-Sheikh, the
Ministry of Environment, in cooperation with the Ministry of Youth and Sports, launched the
Environmental Awareness Program to develop some concepts, skills and special
environmental trends on the issue of climate change and adaptation and mitigation
mechanisms among the pioneers in youth centers, at the level of the Republic.

The launch of this program is due to the importance of raising environmental awareness
of the issue of climate change, which has become one of the most important issues at the
present time, as it is linked to the survival of man on the planet, due to its direct and indirect
impact on many sectors in the country, which called for the Egyptian government to launch the
national strategy for changes. Climate Change 2050, stressing that Egypt is one of the countries
most exposed to the negative effects of climate change on sectors such as coasts, agriculture,
water resources, health and infrastructure,” which required the state to take many measures
to adapt to climate change.*®

Fouad announced the launch of the first national campaign to raise awareness of the
issue of climate change under the slogan “Back to nature,” as part of the President’s initiative
to raise environmental awareness, “Be Prepared for Green,” and in continuation of Egypt’s
preparations for the Cop27 Climate Conference to be held in Sharm EI-Sheikh in November
2022.
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Fouad confirmed that the campaign aims to create real environmental awareness of
climate change issues among the Egyptian society of all its spectrums and age groups to actively
participate in protecting the environment from the effects of climate change and developing
their responsibility for the importance of their role in this issue, which has become a reality in
our lives. We contribute to solving it because we are all reaping its effects in the weather
fluctuations and unusual climatic effects by publishing media materials and awareness films in
various media and on social media platforms, as well as spreading awareness messages on
electronic screens in public squares and preparing public meetings and seminars in all
governorates.®°

Sudan:

The Supreme Council for Environment and Natural Resources, through the project of adapting
rural livelihoods to climate change in the Horn of Africa in Khartoum, concluded a series of
training workshops on environmental and social requirements that were implemented in the
states of Kassala, Gedaref and White Nile.®*

UAE:

Ain El Bee'ah Association in the Arab Republic of Egypt and the Abu Dhabi Environment
Network in the United Arab Emirates signed a regional agreement for media cooperation in the
field of spreading awareness and knowledge in issues of environmental protection, sustainable
development and climate change. This agreement comes within the framework of both parties
seeking to provide the appropriate tools to localize knowledge and enable the targeted groups
of individuals, institutions, civil society organizations and others at the national and regional
levels to have access to responsible knowledge tools in the mother tongue in the field of
environment, sustainable development and climate change, especially since the Arab region is
preparing to host two important international events in this field: the United Nations Climate
Change Conference 2022 in Sharm Sheikh (COP27) in the Arab Republic of Egypt, and the
United Nations Climate Change Conference 2023 in the United Arab Emirates (COP28).52

Yemen:

The Public Authority for Environmental Protection, in partnership with the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the World - FAO - under the auspices of the Ministry of Water and
Environment, inaugurated a training and consultative workshop for a project to raise and
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strengthen the capabilities of the Public Authority for Environmental Protection and Climate
Change for effective coordination with the Green Climate Fund. This workshop aims to
strengthen the capacity of the Commission and empower it with the Green Fund to support
Yemen in raising its flexibility and capabilities in measures to address the effects of climate
change at the level of adaptation and mitigation, which will help to overcome some of the
obstacles and challenges that impede climate action in Yemen, which gives importance to this
project so that Yemen can Access to financing large projects by the Green Climate Fund.®

A Yemeni government report monitored the damage of 449 displaced families as a result
of torrential rains and storms, which swept away the muddy tents and homes of the displaced
in the Marib Governorate, in the northeast of the country. The aforementioned cases were
partially monitored in the camps of Al-Jafina, As-Suwayda, Al-Samya, Al-Dhamin Al-Sharqi, Al-
Munif and Batah Al-Mail, and the field monitoring teams are still continuing the survey process
for the affected people.®*

Syria:

The workshop held by the Ministry of Local Administration and Environment discussed what
has been accomplished by local partners in the field of scientific research, data, maps and
surveys related to climate change and dust storms and their impact on natural and human
resources in Syria. The workshop, which was held in the Ministry's building, aimed to unify
efforts and put what was reached to decision-makers for a moment in development and
economic plans and programs to adapt to climate changes.®

Palestine:

The head of the Environmental Quality Authority discussed with the Minister of Education
mechanisms for expanding joint cooperation; to serve educational, environmental and climatic
issues. The two parties stressed the importance of sustaining educational, environmental and
climatic work, and integrating students into the various activities implemented by
“Environmental Quality” in schools to promote the concepts of awareness, environmental
education, climate change mitigation and voluntary work. The two parties discussed the
implementation of comprehensive awareness programs, providing training workshops for
trainers of educational cadres, building their capacities and providing them with training
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packages to implement environmental awareness programs in schools, and to establish an
electronic platform specialized in this field.%®

Qatar:

The Ministry of Municipality, represented by Al Daayen Municipality, in cooperation with IKEA,
organized an educational and awareness-raising event on the occasion of the International Day
for the Elimination of Plastic Bags. The event included asking a number of questions to the
public about everything related to the harms and dangers of using single-use plastic bags on
the environment, soil, water and wildlife, and the extent to which they are difficult to
decompose and their harmful impact on human and animal health. During the event,
environmentally friendly bags were distributed and the public was introduced to the rules for
using plastic. The Department of General Hygiene has shared some awareness pictures about
plastic damage, and awareness panels were displayed on all IKEA screens and Doha Festival
City Mall, which dealt with guiding tips for plastic damage and the controls for its use.®’

At the international level and within the framework of Maat for Peace, Development
and Human Rights’ interest in the global climate change file; Maat has monitored some
international movements that are consistent with what is stated in the observatory of the SDG
13 in the Arab region, during the month of July, which is also in line with the target of Goal 13
(climate action), as follows:

Integrating climate change measures into national policies, strategies, and
Target (1) .
planning
The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the human rights of access to safe drinking
water and sanitation conducted a country visit to the Republic of Tunisia from 18 to 29 July
2022. During the visit, he met with state officials at the national and municipal levels, civil
society organizations and individuals working in the field of human rights in Access to safe
drinking water and sanitation, and other relevant stakeholders and rights holders, there is a
particular interest in analyzing water management mechanisms and the impact of climate

change on the hydrological map in Tunisia.®®

Strengthening resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards

Target (2
get (2) and natural disasters in all countries
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According to estimates of the United Nations Environment, 80% of the people displaced
by climate change are women, and in that context, Michelle Bachelet, the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, stressed the close relationship between climate change and
violence against women and girls from a human rights perspective, during the fiftieth session
of the Council Human Rights in Geneva, and indicated that when women are displaced due to
climate change that leads to displacement, they are more vulnerable to violence, including
sexual violence, where when they sleep, wash, shower or dress in shelters, tents or camps, the
risk of sexual violence It is a tragic reality in their lives as immigrants or refugees.®®

The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, delivered
an opening statement to the fifteenth session of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples, in which she highlighted the need to increase the participation of
indigenous peoples in United Nations meetings on climate change, as they are the most groups
exposed to the dangers of climate change. Therefore, they must be involved in decision-
making.”®

Suggestions and recommendations:

Within the framework of what was included in this observatory of good practices carried
out by the governments of Arab countries, especially with regard to promoting the third target
of SDG 13 related to raising awareness of climate change issues, Maat for Peace, Development
and Human Rights presents a set of recommendations in the hope of culminating Arab
development efforts in the field of climate action and facing all the challenges that impede its
course.

First: As indigenous peoples and women are among the groups most affected by climate
change, Maat for Peace recommends the participation of these vulnerable groups in United
Nations meetings and their involvement in decision-making.

Second: Maat appreciates the efforts of international mechanisms in promoting climate action,
and recommends the League of Arab States to cooperate with the UN mechanisms related
to climate change, and to make joint plans aimed at protecting vulnerable groups from the
negative effects of climate change.

Third: In light of the effectiveness of media awareness campaigns aimed at limiting the
phenomenon of climate change by modifying human behavior, Maat recommends media
institutions and civil society organizations concerned with the climate crisis need to work
jointly in order to intensify awareness campaigns, and to conduct workshops and training,
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Maat also indicates the necessity of activating the role of these awareness campaigns in the
Arab conflict areas in particular, where most of the peoples of those regions see that awareness
campaigns to limit climate change are a luxury in relation to other crises such as war.

Fourth: Maat realizes the role of different groups of youth and women in promoting climate
change issues, and recommends Arab civil society organizations to encourage and hold forums
and workshops that aim at giving an opportunity for groups to propose solutions to the
climate change crisis, and to submit those recommendations to the decision-making
authorities.

Fifth: Maat recommends the governments of Arab countries to integrate the achievement of
SDGs 13 and 17 on partnerships for the goals, by participating in directing local resources in
order to implement initiatives aimed at reducing the repercussions of Regional climate
changes.
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