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SDG 13 Observatory in the Arab Region: 19" Issue
Climate Change in the Arab Region... Youth Are in the Crosshairs
Background:

Young people are among the groups most vulnerable to the environmental impacts of
climate change, especially in the Arab region. Young people's involvement in climate action is
not an option, but a necessity, given the fact that they are among the groups most susceptible
to the dire consequences of climate change, including food insecurity, water scarcity, extreme
weather events, conflict over dwindling resources, and displacement.

Amid these challenges, many young Arabs are taking on climate leadership motivated
by a desire to meaningfully engage in climate action, embracing a variety of roles in
government, academia, civil society, media and the private sector to address humanity's
greatest threat.

Within the framework of its tireless endeavors to protect human rights and promote
sustainable societies that preserve human life in a safe and good manner, Maat for Peace,
Development and Human Rights releases its 19th issue of SDG 13 Observatory in the Arab
Region under the title “Climate Change in the Arab Region... Youth Are in the Crosshairs”,
to track good practices as well as the challenges faced by Arab countries in achieving SDG13
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, focusing on last July.

The Observatory focuses on actions and measures undertaken by the Arab countries
to address climate change and its repercussions, noting that it focuses on the targets specific
to SDG 13, including; i) Strengthening resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related
hazards and natural disasters in all countries; ii) Integrating climate change measures into
national policies, strategies, and planning; iii) Improving education, awareness-raising and
human and institutional capacity on climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction,
and early warning.

The Observatory is divided into two axes; the first discusses the country-focus of this
issue and reviews its achievements and failures in the climate change issue in light of the SDG
13 targets, whereas the second monitors the most prominent practices and challenges faced
by the rest of the Arab countries in the same regard.
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Monitoring Methodology:

The SDG 13 Observatory in the Arab Region adopts a methodology of direct monitoring
of historical publications in the Arab, Western, and African media about government efforts
to promote climate action. The Observatory focused on a number of secondary literature,
open sources such as the Internet, and reliable news websites closely monitoring Arab
countries, in particular, and development paths in general.

The Observatory also relies on information and data published by the ministries of
Arab environments on their official websites, and whatever is reported by newspapers, in
digital and traditional forms, to highlight the efforts made by Arab governments to achieve
SDG 13 and the challenges they face in the process.

Rationale for Targets of SDG 13 Observatory in the Arab Region

SDG 13 Observatory targets and indicators vary according to the scientific agenda; but,
given the monthly nature of the Observatory, it selectively addresses them. Therefore, the
Observatory highlights the key targets of SDG 13, which include; integrating measures related
to climate change into policies, strategies, and planning at the national level; enhancing
resilience and resilience in the face of climate-related hazards and natural disasters in all
countries, and enhancing resilience to those hazards; and education, awareness-raising and
building human and institutional capacities to mitigate climate change, adaptation,
mitigation, and early warning.

It is noteworthy that the Observatory included monitoring the extent of the success of
the Arab countries in achieving these goals in particular, to focus on the indicators that can
be measured in the short term, and then measure the extent of the success of the countries
in achieving them. Given the observatory's one-month time scope, the measure of some
indicators of achieving the objectives of SDG 13 requires a relatively long period, one year or
more.

SDG 13 Legal Frameworks: Climate Action

SDG13 Observatory depends on an international legal reference, which is the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change of 1993 (UNFCCC), and the extent of the
commitment of Arab countries to this agreement in addition to the Arab strategies developed
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by the governments that come in light of this agreement, and finally, the national initiatives
and programs carried out by the national organizations concerned with climate change issues.

Axis I: Country Focus of this Issue
First: Subject of the issue: Climate Change in the Arab Region... Youth Are in the Crosshairs

The international community recognized the importance of engaging various societal groups
in environmental policy-making during the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development (known as the Earth Summit) in 1992 and in Agenda 21. Nine major groups
were designated as channels for achieving sustainable development goals in the world,
including young people, who are estimated at 1.2 billion young people aged 15 to 24,
accounting for about 16% of the global population, according to the United Nations.

Studies indicated that by 2030, the target date for achieving the sustainable
development goals, the number of young people is expected to increase by 7%, to
approximately 1.3 billion, so the importance of youth participation is reflected in the face of
climate change. In addition, a recent study issued by the World Bank indicated that up to 132
million people worldwide may fall into extreme poverty by 2030 as a result of climate change,
44 million due to its impact on health, 33.5 million due to the impact on food prices, and 18.
2 million due to the impact of disasters?.

a. An overview of the reality of youth in the Arab countries:

The Arab region is experiencing serious effects of climate change on society and the
environment in terms of affecting agriculture, endangering food security, sea level rise,
damage to infrastructure, and frequent natural disasters “sudden floods, landslides, and the
like, leading to the destruction of livelihoods, migration and conflicts". The impact of climate
change will extend to every person in this world, especially young people, who are yet to
witness future climatic changes that will affect their security, well-being and even mental
health.

In the Middle East and North Africa, there are four countries (Egypt, Djibouti, Yemen
and Sudan) where children and youth are exposed to significant levels of risk associated with
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climate change. This means that around 86 million children (0-17 years old) and more than
34 million young people (15-24 years old) were at risk in 2021. These countries are likely to
have more than 103 million children and 53.5 million young people by 2050, who will be more
vulnerable to the effects of climate change if urgent mitigation and adaptation actions are not
taken?.

b. Efforts to enhance the role of youth to combat climate change in the Arab region
during the last two years

UAE, represented by the Arab Youth Center in Abu Dhabi, the Ministry of Climate Change and
the Environment, and the Office of the Special Envoy of the UAE for Climate Change Affairs,
established the Arab Youth Council for Climate Change in 2021. The Council aims to achieve
6 main outputs: Involving Arab youth in the environmental and climate decision-making
process Locally and globally, building youth capacities and skills to address environmental
challenges through training programs, enhancing international cooperation through
integrating youth efforts and those made by governmental and private institutions and
international environmental organizations, creating creative solutions and consolidating
sound environmental practices for the future of the Arab world, in addition to stimulating
green financing practices for initiatives and ideas and promising youth projects to address
climate change. In conjunction with the Arab region's preparations to host the COP 27
Summit, the Arab Youth Council for Climate Change, which is affiliated with the Arab Youth
Center, in cooperation with HSBC Bank, issued the Arab Youth Guide: Sustainable Life in Steps.
It provides young competencies and cadres in the Arab region with best practices,
mechanisms and successful experiences to achieve sustainability in critical areas*.

In Egypt: To enhance youth engagement in climate action, the Ministry of Youth and
Sports, and the Ministry of Environment, in partnership with UNICEF and the United Nations
in Egypt, launched the " Youth & Climate” Caravan, during the period leading up to the 27th
COP, to encourage youth full engagement in the climate discussion and presenting innovative
solutions thereto, in preparation for the Climate Summit COP 27 in Sharm El-Sheikh. The
initiative comes within the framework of Egypt's keenness to empower young people and
play an effective role in the international efforts to combat climate change®. The Ministry of

3 (Gl (Fliall iy ddadi pal) HUdBU A je Uiy il Jladi g Jas 81 (3,80 3 ik Ihttp://bitly.ws/Sy5)
http://bitly.ws/Syc7 ¢l 5Ly el A 5 "Lalaindl o jall Qlail) Jia" jaeay " AL il (ulae®
http://bitly.ws/Syf6 ¢« ll «COP27 3l Jid ALl Jaall (A& QLsll g0 5 el (onndi Bgiha 53 50l |, pocaa ®
4

www.maatpeace.org



http://bitly.ws/Sy5J
http://bitly.ws/Syc7
http://bitly.ws/Syf6

i dpdvg dueiilly pd) sl
Maat For Peace, Development, and Human Rights

Planning and Environment also launched the Ambassadors of Sustainable Development
initiative for young people, to be ambassadors of environmental issues, especially the climate
issue, within their university and leadership positions®.

Al-Azhar Al-Sharif University launched the One Million Young Volunteers for Climate
Adaptation (Climate Ambassadors), with the aim of training students and youth of Egyptian
universities on biodiversity, climate change and environmental issues’.

In Saudi Arabia, in October 2021, the "Green Youth" summit was launched, to raise
awareness of the importance of environmental issues, especially the climate issue, and to
develop policies to address them. Participants stressed the need to promote and support
youth efforts in preserving the environment and using clean energy. It is noteworthy that the
summit includes workshops that discuss the future of climate action; the formation of
committees that include the most prominent youth activists; as well as the implementation
of cooperative activities concerned with climate policies; and scientific sessions dealing with
mechanisms for taking the initiative, through youth leadership in climate action, and the
transformation into change makers; in addition to discussing Developing education to train
current and future environmental entrepreneurs; best practices for increasing vegetation
cover, including but not limited to rehabilitating degraded lands, preserving marine life, and
reducing carbon emissions®.

c. Arab efforts in July to enhance the role of youth in combating climate change:

In the UAE, the Arab Youth Council for Climate Change, affiliated with the Ministry of
Environment and Climate Change in the UAE, organized two sessions as part of a series of
periodic panel discussions for financing a sustainable future, with the wide participation of
major financial institutions, the private sector, small and medium-sized companies, and
startups, to familiarize young people with services, financial products and opportunities that
encourage Arab youth to turn to greener lifestyles®.

UAE also announced in July that the first group of participants in the International
Youth Climate Delegates Programme, numbering 100 delegates, will represent least
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developed countries, Small Island developing states, indigenous peoples and minority groups.
Seventy-four percent of the delegates represented Least Developed Countries and Small
Island Developing States located in Africa, Latin America, the Caribbean, Asia, Oceania, and
the Middle East and North Africa. The group includes 12 delegates from indigenous peoples,
in addition to 10 delegates from areas experiencing conflict, 56 young women delegates, and
six people of determination, while 72 delegates out of the 100 have never attended any
conference of the parties in the past®°.

In Jordan; Jordanian Minister of Environment Muawieh Al-Radaideh highlighted the
importance of youth participation in the climate action agenda in Jordan and the world?’.

In sum, despite the Arab efforts made during July to enhance the involvement of youth
in addressing climate change, they have been eliminated in a few Arab governments.
However, it's worth noting that the approval of integrating youth into combating climate
change is a significant accomplishment this year to be among the priorities of the conference
Climate COP 28. This is unique and unprecedented compared to previous conferences. That
is why most of the expectations are that these young people will produce fruitful and
pioneering results in addressing climate challenges, advancing international efforts to
promote sustainable development paths and combining economic development, social
progress, and environmental protection in a balanced manner.

Second: Country Focus of the Issue "Djibouti"
a. Background on the effects of climate change in Djibouti

Djibouti is one of the groups most vulnerable to climate change and climate-related impacts,
including severe droughts, extreme temperatures, rising sea levels, flash floods, and
salinization of soil and water. These phenomena have already been observed in the country
and are expected to increase in frequency and intensity in the future, according to different
climatic scenarios. The country is currently suffering from drought conditions caused by high
seasonal temperatures and insufficient precipitation, and this has serious impacts on water
availability, livestock and vegetable production, and thus household income.
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Furthermore, Djibouti heavily relies on imports to fulfill up to 90% of its food needs.
The country faced significant challenges due to the aftermath of the Ukrainian war, which
disrupted food supplies. Additionally, the economic situation in Djibouti has worsened due to
the COVID-19 pandemic and the conflict in neighboring Ethiopia. As a result, consumers'
purchasing power and food availability have been affected. Moreover, Djibouti's susceptibility
to climate change introduces additional risks to its food security*.

According to a recent survey conducted by OCHA from March to June 2022, it is
estimated that approximately 132,000 Djibouti people, representing 11% of the analyzed
population (approximately 1.2 million people), are acutely food insecure. It is also estimated
that 5,000 people (less than one percent of the analyzed population) are in an emergency
state of negative conditions in the country®3.

b. Government policies in combating the climate crisis
1. Djibouti's position on the international climate agreements

Climate change imposes adaptation on various countries and societies to reduce its harmful
repercussions. This was the trend in Djibouti, which was keen to protect the environment and
ensure the preservation of the planet from the devastating effects of global warming resulting
from climate change. As a result, Djibouti joined the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in 1995; and it became a party to the Kyoto Protocol on March
12, 2002; and to the Paris Agreement on November 11, 2016%*; as well as the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification on June 12, 1997. The Ministry of Housing, Urban
Planning, Environment and Management Department issued the first national
communication of the Republic of Djibouti to UNFCCC in 2001.

As for Djibouti's participation in climate conferences, Djibouti is defined as an
effective country in promoting and reducing damage despite its position as one of the
countries most affected by the adverse effects of climate, but an active participant in climate
conferences and forums. Djibouti actively engaged in many United Nations Framework
Conferences on Climate Change, including the most recent one, COP 27. During these
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14 Djibouti, UNFCCC, https://unfccc.int/node/61053
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conferences, Djibouti highlighted the devastating impact of climate change on the African
continent, particularly the East African region, which is greatly affected by carbon emissions
despite its minimal contribution. Djibouti also mentioned its strategic plans and ongoing
collaborative projects with neighboring countries, particularly Ethiopia, to address climate-
related issues™.

In the run-up to COP27, Djibouti held an international summit on climate change issues
from October 23 to 25, 2022; organized by the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific
Research in Djibouti, under the slogan "Climate Change and the Path to Adaptation with
Sustainable Flexibility". The summit is part of the prospects for the Conference of the Parties
to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP27) in Egypt. It is worth
noting that Djibouti intends, through this "major event", to confirm its participation in
combating climate change to achieve the common goal of developing reliable operational
models for adaptation and sustainable flexibility with emergency changes, as well as a
commitment to maintaining the necessary growth and economic development for its
citizens?®.

Djibouti, represented by Head of State Ismail Omar Guelleh, also participated in the
Middle East Green Summit held in conjunction with the activities of the COP 27 conference.
During the summit, he expressed that Djibouti will spare no effort in confronting climate
change, but the effects of climate change are still affecting the entire region, stressing the
mobilization of energies and resources to solve the effects of Climate change'’.

2. Government policies regarding combating the climate crisis

Djibouti has adopted many adaptation measures to confront climate change. The
National Adaptation Action Program (NAPA), submitted to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change in 2006, identified the sectors most vulnerable to the impacts
of climate change, which are water resources, agriculture, livestock, forests, and coastal and
marine ecosystems. The first assessment of vulnerabilities in these sectors due to climate
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change has been conducted, and several urgent adaptation actions have been identified and
ranked according to their level of priority®2,

In 2010, the Republic of Djibouti, on the occasion of the International Day for
Reforestation and the Environment, launched a large-scale afforestation campaign to plant
more than 100,000 trees of different species throughout the country. The initial phase of the
planting began with the planting of 50,000 trees in the capital and its environs. The campaign
aims to combat desertification and contribute effectively to mitigating the impact of climatic
factors?®.

In 2014, the government adopted a new frame of reference that set a long-term
direction: Vision 2035, One year later, its five-year action plan was drawn up. The first Strategy
for Accelerated Growth and Promotion of Employment (SCAPE) was adopted and is a mid-
term version of Vision 2035. The tenth objective of the strategy relates to adapting to climate
change, building resilience with a focus on rural communities and integrating adaptation into
sectoral policies®.

In 2015, the country submitted its Intended Nationally Determined Contribution (INDC)
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions under the framework of the Paris Agreement. The initial
contribution was converted to a Nationally Determined Contribution in 2016. This document
reaffirms Djibouti's commitment and places adaptation as a national priority. It identifies the
following adaptation priorities: (1) reducing vulnerability to drought; (2) protection from sea
level rise; (3) improving access to water; (4) protecting biodiversity; (5) Strengthening the
resilience of rural people?!.

In 2017, Djibouti prepared a National Strategy on Climate Change (SNCC) to enhance
the coherence of climate change actions with Strategy for Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDC) and SCAPE and to address the impacts of climate change on various
socio-economic sectors in the country. The national strategy identifies priority areas, namely
(ensuring access to water for all; promoting best practices in the agriculture, forestry, fisheries
and tourism sectors; eliminating harmful practices; reducing exposure to the effects of
climate change and increasing the resilience of the most vulnerable social, economic or
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geographical sectors; protecting and enhancing ecosystems and preserving on the services it
provides; ensuring the development of sustainable and resilient cities in the context of
climate change; ensuring the resilience and sustainability of the main strategic infrastructure
of the country). It is also indicated that implementation in these areas will be facilitated
through the creation of a platform for sharing technologies and knowledge on adaptation and
mitigation, as well as mechanisms for measurement, monitoring and action environmental
assessments??,

Djibouti opened a research observatory to study the effects of climate change in
October 2022, with the help of the International Atomic Energy Agency in setting it up. The
observatory will help drought- and famine-prone countries improve the management of
water and food resources that are increasingly at risk of global warming. This new facility, the
Regional Observatory for Environment and Climate Research, will use nuclear and related
technologies to generate climate data and models that can inform policy decisions on climate
adaptation and resilience in the country, and possibly for the entire East African region?3.

In November 2022, the Government of Djibouti received a $20 million grant from the
International Development Association (IDA) to help Djibouti mitigate food security risks
resulting from the multiple crises and climate change affecting the country. The project
supports the government of Djibouti in responding to multiple crises and preparing a national
preparedness plan to confront crises resulting from climate change, especially food security,
to ensure an effective and coordinated response to future crises. The project will also directly
target rural communities affected by drought throughout the country, and will support about
8,000 families, including farmers and livestock herders, through improved access to drinking
water, irrigation and livelihood restoration activities. It is estimated that the project will reach
about 21% of the total population of rural areas in Djibouti, with priority given to families
headed by women and youth?,

c. Efforts to achieve the targets of SDG 13 and enhance climate action

During July, Djibouti made efforts to ensure its contribution to the protection of the
environment and its resources, and the climate is an essential part of the environment;
therefore, the government has taken many measures aimed at reducing climate change,
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which will naturally affect the reduction of air pollution, water pollution, and soil pollution. In
that section, the focus will be on the efforts of Arab governments to achieve the targets of
SDG 13 during July, as follows:

T - Integrating climate change measures into national policies, strategies, and
arge

planning

The Djiboutian government has directed its efforts to integrate climate change-related
measures into policies, strategies and planning at the national level through various efforts
that can be presented as follows.

Djibouti, represented by the Minister of Finance, Mr. llyas Moussa, signed the launch
of the largest project ever, with financing of 79 million euros from the Investment Bank for 25
years, to enhance resilience in the face of climate change. The project aims to ensure access
to clean water for more than 555,000 people and enable solar energy and renewable energy
to produce clean drinking water. The new investment will be implemented by t The National
Office of Water and Sanitation of Djibouti (ONEAD) and support Djibouti Vision 2035. The
project is the second phase of the (PEPER) project for the production of potable water
through desalination and energy. A renewable initiative the first phase has succeeded in
producing 22,500 cubic meters of fresh water per day, and the second phase will enable the
production of 45,000 cubic meters of fresh water per day and includes the construction of a
solar power plant with a capacity of 12 megawatts for water desalination?.

T 2 Strengthening resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards
arge
£ and natural disasters in all countries

During July 2023; one institute specializing in environment and climate change ranked
a group of countries based on the hottest around the world Djibouti, is known as one of the
hottest countries in the world. Which suffers from many pressing issues related to health risks
associated with heat and water scarcity, where temperatures reach 83.3 degrees Fahrenheit.
The classification stated that the country is working to harness geothermal energy and

% Djibouti: Global Gateway - €79 million EIB support for water desalination and wastewater treatment, European Investment
Bank, http://bitly.ws/SLpG
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implement innovative water desalination technologies to secure water supplies, which can
be explained by the effective efforts made by Djibouti to confront climate threats?®.

Improving Education, Raising Awareness, and Human and Institutional
Target 3

Capacities to Mitigate Climate Change

Djibouti cooperated with the UN Volunteers (UNV) and selected a group of youth to
enhance their capabilities, build their skills, and raise their awareness of climate change and
how to confront it, recognizing the youth capabilities at a time when the world is grappling
with pressing environmental challenges. Youth can make change and take the initiative in
green transformation and reshaping the future of the planet. Many young volunteers in
Djibouti gained knowledge about climate change and helping the most vulnerable and
climate-affected countries and villages in Djibouti.?’

However, it should be noted that Djibouti does not have individual efforts related to
raising awareness of climate change, and therefore there is an urgent need to draw the
attention of the Djiboutian government to the need to increase awareness programs related
to climate.

Axis Il: Achieving SDG13 in the Arab region

This axis reviews the reality of achieving SDG13 in the Arab countries, by identifying the most
prominent governmental efforts made to enhance climate action during the month, by
classifying those efforts according to the goals followed by the observatory as follows.

T - Integrating climate change measures into national policies, strategies
arge

and planning

First: North Africa:

A. Egypt:

Dr. Yasmine Fouad, Minister of Environment and Ministerial Coordinator and COP27 Envoy,
participated in a discussion session on ways to enhance cooperation in mitigation measures
and mechanisms to accelerate countries’ global cooperation in the field of renewable energy

26 Africanews, Top 10 African countries facing record-breaking heat waves in 2023, 20 July 2023, https://bitly.ws/SVFm
27 Unv, Youth volunteers inspire green transition in Djibouti, https://bitly.ws/SVIw
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and energy efficiency in the near term, during her participation in the 7™ ministerial meeting
on climate action, in the Belgian capital, Brussels. Fouad emphasized that Egypt has re-
updated its national contributions plan to accelerate reaching 42% renewable energy in the
energy mix by 2030 instead of 2035 and to increase the rate of emissions reduction in the
electricity generation, transmission and distribution sector to 80 million tons of carbon
dioxide equivalent instead of 70 million tons compared to the baseline in 2030. This reduction
will be for the benefit of implementing the obligations of the updated national contributions
plan, by increasing the size of these capacities and reducing the stations that use fossil fuels.?®

B. Libya:

On the sidelines of the Libyan Minister of Oil and Gas participation in the activities of the 8"
OPEC International Conference, which began on July 5 in the Austrian capital, Vienna, he
explained that Libya has developed a short-term strategic plan for the oil and gas sector,
aiming to raise its oil production to two million barrels per day. He explained also that the
plan includes developing newly discovered fields and raising the production capacity of
current fields. The Libyan Minister of Oil and Gas stated that the plan also aims to
address environmental problems and climate change and reduce carbon emissions by
stopping burning gas from oil fields and in oil operations, and focusing on producing
electricity from renewable energy sources that have economic returns for the Libyan state, in
addition to working on building the technical, administrative and financial capabilities and
cadres of the sector and focusing on young elements through “training, qualification and
development?®®”.

C. Morocco

The Moroccan Minister of Equipment and Water, Nizar Baraka, and the Cameroonian Minister
of Transport, Jean Ernest Ngalle Bibehe, sighed, on July 18 in the Moroccan capital, Rabat, a
memorandum of understanding related to the promotion of cooperation activities in the field
of meteorology and climatology. Baraka emphasized in press statements that the
memorandum of understanding is of special importance for Morocco and mainly aims to
strengthen bilateral relations in the field of meteorology, in light of a context marked by
climate changes. Baraka clarified that this convention will provide an optimal understanding
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of future developments and contribute to the development of early warning systems to
respond to extreme climate phenomena better, he highlighted that this convention will also
include developing information systems and calibration systems to obtain more accurate
forecasts and respond to the aspirations of the population and sectors active in the field of
meteorology. He added that meteorology plays an important role in the areas of forecasting
and anticipating extreme weather events, especially since Morocco is affected by climate
changes, especially water stress. The climate warning will constitute an important tool for
preparing public policies to confront the risks associated with extreme climate events®.

D. Algeria

Bilal Lamita, Advisor to the Minister of Environment and Renewable Energies, revealed on
July 4, 2023, that Algeria received a sum of S3 billion from the UN Green Fund (UNGF), as part
of preparing a second plan to adapt to climate change. He also pointed out that the Ministry
of Environment and Renewable Energy worked years ago to prepare the national climate plan,
which is considered a means to study the negative effects on all other sectors, explaining that
the first plan has been prepared. A second plan will be launched to adapt the major stakes in
various fields to climate change, explaining in the same context that the plan will include the
implementation of a strategy at the city level, and that its sector is preparing studies and
mechanisms and proposing strategies to be implemented in partnership with each
government sector separately3.

E. Tunisia

The Ministry of Environment, under the supervision of the Minister of Environment, Mrs. Leila
Chikhaoui El Mahdaoui, organized the 1° meeting of the Tunisian-Japanese Joint Committee
to activate the Joint Crediting Mechanism (JCM) to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (Joint
Crediting Mechanism, JCM) on July 20, 2023, with the participation of high-level
representatives and experts from the Japanese and Tunisian side. It should be noted that
Tunisia, on the sidelines of the organization of the 8™ session of the Tokyo Conference on
African Development, signed the memorandum of understanding regarding joining the
Japanese mechanism for trading greenhouse gas reductions under the Paris Agreement.
During the first meeting of the mechanism, the procedures for submitting, approving,
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following up and evaluating projects and the practical procedures for authorizing the
exchange of carbon reductions between Tunisia and Japan were approved. Practical
procedures were also discussed to start financing electricity production projects by adopting
renewable energies in southern Tunisia, provided that the final documents for project
financing are completed by the end of 202332,

Second: Arab Gulf
A. UAE

In its second meeting of 2023, which was held under the chairmanship of Maryam bint
Mohammed Al Muhairi, Minister of Climate Change and Environment, the Emirates Climate
Action Council (ECAC) discussed developments in the work of the country’s preparations to
host the COP28 Conference of the Parties and the latest efforts to enhance the country’s
climate action. During the meeting, the most important developments in the national plan to
prepare the country to host COP28 were learned, in addition to the latest developments and
achievements related to the low-carbon development strategy project, and the national
monitoring, verification and reporting system project. Transformational projects like the
carbon market, the National Adaptation Program Development Project, the National Dialogue
for Climate Ambition, and the Climate Ambassadors Program were also reviewed.

The meeting also reviewed developments in the development of the national strategy
for climate neutrality 2050, and what has been accomplished so far, in addition to addressing
the details of the third edition of the second edition of the Nationally Determined
Contributions report that was recently approved by the Council of Ministers as part of the
country's commitment to the goals of Paris Agreement, including reducing carbon emissions
to 182 million tons of carbon dioxide equivalent by 2030. With regard to developments in
transformational projects - carbon trading, a digital platform will be developed and services
will be developed in this regard. As for the National Adaptation Program Development
Project, the meeting highlighted holding meetings with strategic partners, and in this regard,
the National Dialogue for Climate Ambition will be held on the National Action Plan (NAP),
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and courses will be held on the knowledge gap in national action programs with the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)33.

Third: Levant Countries
A. Jordan

Jordan is moving towards more success in achieving advanced steps in confronting climate
change. The Ministry of the Environment has developed a mechanism to monitor air quality,
and Jordan has 26 stations to monitor air quality, distributed in most governorates of the
Kingdom, as well as a mobile station. In addition, the Ministry of Environment has 13 water
monitoring stations, and this station operates 24 hours a day, Its goal is to monitor air quality,
which Jordan is considered one of the developed countries regionally and globally in this field.
Transport in Jordan is considered one of the advanced countries in the use of electric and
hybrid vehicles, with a percentage exceeding 80,000. This is considered a qualitative leap in
terms of finding alternatives that contribute to reducing the climate change process. On the
energy level, Jordan is also one of the developed countries that uses alternative energy, and
Jordan seeks to reach 50% of renewable energy uses by the coming years, as the percentage
at this moment exceeds 29% of Jordan’s energy uses®*.

Fourth: East Africa
A. Somalia

The President of Somalia in mid-July launched the Great Green Wall Initiative (GGWI) in
Somalia, announcing the country’s financial commitment of $10 million which will be part of
the country’s allocation from the Adaptation Fund in collaboration with the International
Fund for Agricultural Development. It is worth noting that the initiative is a pan-African
flagship program of the African Union, which was founded in 2007 aiming to tackle
desertification, climate change and biodiversity loss through a broad belt of green projects
from the Sahel to the Horn of Africa. Somalia has become the latest member state of the
African Union to join the initiative, which already includes 36 countries from the Sahara, the
Sahel, the Horn of Africa, and the dry lands of southern Africa. Somali Minister of
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Environment and Climate Change, Khadija Al-Makhzoumi, stated that the initiative will go a
long way in solving the climate-related challenges facing Somalia®®.

B. Comoros

A ministerial conference on climate in Africa was held in the capital of United Comoros,
Moroni, with the participation of ministers, experts, representatives of civil society and
development partners. The conference discussed over three days the challenges and
opportunities presented by the climate in Africa, as well as best practices and policies to face
the repercussions of climate change on coastal and marine ecosystems.3®

T . Strengthening resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards
arge
2 and natural disasters in all countries

First: North Africa:

A. Egypt

Within the framework of Egypt’s move towards enhancing flexibility and resilience in the face
of climate-related dangers, the head of the Environmental Affairs Agency participated in the
G20 ministerial meeting on the environment and climate sustainability in India. In his speech,
Dr. Ali Abu Sunna stressed the importance of this meeting in reaching concrete,
comprehensive, ambitious and decisive implementation steps, pointing to the great
momentum achieved by the Climate Conference (COP27) under the presidency of Egypt, both
at the level of negotiation and intense discussions to reach satisfactory agreements for the
various parties, and also the work program to expand on urgent and ambitious mitigation
actions and the long-term framework for achieving the global collective goal of adaptation.

Among the most important achievements of the negotiating part of the COP27 Climate
Conference are Article 6 of the Paris Agreement and climate financing arrangements,
including the announcement of a financing fund to face losses and damages related to the
effects of climate change, which is long-awaited as a mechanism that helps poor countries,
especially African countries, for their losses in facing the effects of climate change. He
explained that participatory work will be done to build on these results during the next
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climate conference (COP28) at the end of this year, to support humanity to be able to face
the effects of climate change®’.

The head of the Environmental Affairs Agency also drew attention to the set of initiatives
that were launched during the climate conference, to enhance work in a number of files and
areas related to climate change, including sustainable transportation; financing transparency,
green planning; water security, smart Agriculture, nature-based solutions, protecting coastal
zones; sustainable cities; equitable energy transition; Integrated Waste Management 50 by
2050 for Africa; A decent life for all, climate, spreading peace and resolving conflicts.

B. Morocco

The Minister of Energy Transition and Sustainable Development, Leila Benali, emphasized
during her participation in the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development, held
in New York, that the Paris Agreement and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development are
two pivotal points for promoting global climate action, explaining that the start of their
implementation contributed to the growth of environmental awareness and the
consolidation of the integration of sustainability in most vital sectors, including the financial
sector. In this context, she indicated that Morocco has updated its nationally determined
contribution according to a participatory and comprehensive approach that has enabled it to
raise the level of ambition regarding reducing greenhouse gases by more than 45% by 2030.
She added that the Kingdom has prepared a long-term national strategy by 2050 for low-
carbon development, in accordance with the requirements of the Paris Agreement, to guide
and plan the necessary policies and measures to contribute to achieving the goals of the

Agreement.38

C. Algeria

The Minister of Environment and Renewable Energies, Fazia Dahlab, represented Algeria at
the high-level preparatory meeting of African heads of state and government, in preparation
for the African Climate Summit scheduled for September 4-6 in Kenya for the success of this
summit, stressing the importance of placing Africa at the heart of the problem of climate
finance, as it is the most affected by the negative effects of climate change. Dahlab called for
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"the adoption of a comprehensive methodology to implement an African strategy for climate
financing and taking into account the concerns of African countries and the various
continental initiatives, similar to those launched by the President of the Republic related to
the establishment of an African mechanism for protection from disaster risks, this mechanism
is considered the best way to protect Africa from various challenges. In this regard, the
minister stressed that this continental initiative is "in line with Algeria's national strategy," as
Algeria enacted a new law on major risks and sustainable development, which was approved
at the government meeting on May 31, 2023, according to which severe weather events were

classified as "major risks."°

D. Tunisia

On July 27, 2023, at the headquarters of the Ministry of Environment, the Minister of the
Environment, Ms. Leila Al-Cheikhaoui Al-Mahdaoui, received Ms. Rania Bekhazi, Director of
the International Labor Organization’s (ILO) Office for the Maghreb Countries. During the
meeting, the environmental situation in Tunisia and the importance of continuing to activate
the ecological transition on the ground in our country were discussed, which falls within the
national strategy for ecological transition that was approved last February to ensure the
material and immaterial well-being of present and future generations. The meeting also
focused on Tunisia's preparations to participate in the Conference of the Parties to the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP28), which will be hosted by the UAE from
November 30 to December 12 of this year. For her part, Mrs. Rania Bekhazi affirmed her
desire for greater coordination and work to enhance ways of cooperation between the
Ministry and the organization about the climate change issue, and supporting the green
economy as a model of economic development and an essential support for achieving

sustainable development?°.

E. Mauritania

Mauritanian President Mohamed Ould Cheikh Ghazouani, during his participation in the UN
Summit on Food System held in the Italian capital, Rome, affirmed that “to confront these
effects resulting from climate change, Algeria worked to increase the share of renewable
energies in our mixed energy side to 50% in 2030 and today it has reached 34%. These results
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will be complemented by the launch of a new development program for green hydrogen as
an alternative and sustainable source of clean energy. In addition, Algeria's national climate
contribution also contributes to the ecological transformation of other sectors with the
potential to mitigate the impact on the ozone layer, such as transportation, agriculture,
livestock, or afforestation. This contribution also includes other efforts in favor of the food
system and the fight against desertification and food insecurity within the framework of more
comprehensive regional activities, as is the case with the Senegal River Investment
Organization, of which it holds the rotating presidency, the Great Green Wall Initiative, as well
as the CELS Organization*'.

Second: Arab Gulf Countries
A. Saudi Arabia

The Ministry of Energy announced that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia will host in the capital,
Riyadh, in coordination and cooperation with the Secretariat of the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change, the "Climate Week in the Middle East and North Africa for
2023", during the period from 8 to 12 October 2023, where a large number of ministers,
officials and media professionals will participate. The Ministry stated that the week's activities
and events will be conducted under the title "Global Assessment", to evaluate the progress
that has been made towards implementing the goals of the Paris Agreement related to
climate change. The Ministry explained that the Kingdom’s hosting of Climate Week in the
Middle East and North Africa region for the year 2023, before the 28" Conference of States
Parties to the Climate Conventions (COP28), near the end of the year, in the UAE, will provide
the opportunity to highlight the region’s efforts and review its approach in climate action,
highlighting the impacts of climate change at the local and regional levels in the region.*?

B. Emirates

The UAE Ministry of Climate Change and Environment announced a comprehensive roadmap
to reduce carbon emissions by 40% by 2030 compared to the business-as-usual scenario. This
comes after the Council of Ministers approved the third version of the second edition of the
UAE Nationally Determined Contributions report. The third version represents a commitment
to reducing emissions at the UAE level, with clear goals set for all local sectors. This
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commitment includes all parties in the country, including government and private sector
institutions, to accelerate the UAE's path to achieving climate neutrality by 2050. The third
version of the second edition of the Nationally Determined Contributions report also reflects
the UAE’s commitment to achieving the goal of Paris Agreement to limit global warming to
less than 2 degrees Celsius while following all measures to limit temperature rise to less than
1.5 degrees Celsius by the end of the current century, with the global goal of limiting the rise
in global average temperature to below 2 degrees Celsius, while strengthening efforts to keep
global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels®.

C. Bahrain

During the second voluntary national review of the Kingdom of Bahrain on July 18 in New
York, Mrs. Noor bint Ali Al-Khalif, Minister of Sustainable Development, affirmed the Kingdom
of Bahrain's commitment to achieving sustainability in various developmental, social,
economic and environmental fields, noting that SDG13 on climate action is witnessing a
significant and tangible movement in the Kingdom, as Bahrain seeks to reach zero neutrality
by 2060 through ambitious and implementable initiatives by accelerating the implementation
of its plans to switch to renewable energy, quadrupling the number of mangroves, doubling
the number of trees in general, and direct investment in carbon sequestration technologies*.

D. Yemen

Minister of Water and Environment, Eng. Tawfiq al-Sharjabi participated in the ministerial
meeting of the States of the Group of 77 and China on the Climate and Development
Convention, held in the Cuban capital of Havana. Sharjabi pointed out that the effects of
climate change are visible in Yemen, which has lost biodiversity, increased pollution levels,
collapsed infrastructure and exacerbated problems, increased inequality, and poverty, and
threatened uneasy food security due to the war with the Houthi coup militias. He recalled the
gains and unification of the Group of 77 and China on many issues in the developing and less
developed world. The Minister of Water and Environment reviewed what had been achieved
on those issues and the climate change conference decisions, as the established funding
decision for losses, damage, and additional funding in the 2015 Paris Agreement. It also
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reviewed the challenges faced by developing countries to strengthen the Group's procedures,
coordination, and positions®.

E. Sultanate of Oman

The Sultanate of Oman, represented by the Environment Authority and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, participated in the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) fifty-
ninth session from July 25-28 at UNEP headquarters in Kenya's capital, Nairobi. The Omani
delegation to the session was headed by Saeed bin Mohammed Al-Omari, Chargé d 'affairs of
the Embassy of the Sultanate of Oman to the Republic of Kenya. The session aimed to elect
the chairmanship of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Bureau members, and
members of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change task forces for the seventh
assessment session. The session includes several meetings and sessions that discuss and
explain the electoral mechanism and the appointment of nominating committees. The
session has side events of the regions and groups over the four-day cycle®.

Third: Levant Countries
A. Jordan

The second Climate Coordination Meeting was held at the Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation under the chairmanship of the Minister of Planning and
International Cooperation, Zeina Tugan, and the Minister of Environment, Engineer Maouya
Radayda. The meeting emphasized Jordan's seriousness in implementing its climate action
commitments to move towards a low-carbon economy, reduce emissions, and enhance
climate resilience and its obvious impacts, particularly on the water sector. It also explained
Jordan's experience in this area and the Government's proactive position in addressing
climate challenges and effects. The participants also developed Jordan's climate action
priorities under the vision of economic modernization and its operational program for 2023-
2025%.

The meeting included a panel discussion on actions taken by the Jordanian
Government and partners to strengthen efforts and coordination in the field of climate action

http://bitly.ws/Svoo el Laull g olaall 3 5 (LS (& Gpall 5 77 I de gana J sl (50 550 glaia¥) & Ll aa il y34l 45
http://bitly.ws/SvDJ ¢Olwe &l & ¢ (IPCC)FLad) uaty dxinal A3 gall Wl (59) JI 3 50l 4 & LSS lae dilalis 46
http://bitly.ws/SuSy «Asia ¥ &l 35 35 ca¥) (& oAbl Jaall Clyglsl acal o laial) sie 47

22

www.maatpeace.org



http://bitly.ws/Svoo
http://bitly.ws/SvDJ
http://bitly.ws/SuSy

L 9 Aty pihaadd s
Maat For Peace, Development, and Human Rights

and to advance Jordan's commitments and assist it in this regard. It also provided information
on the World Bank's country report on climate and development aimed at analyzing ways of
mitigating and adapting to climate change and optimizing the use of resources to overcome
this climate challenge. Jordan's public expenditure report on climate change and the
environment was also reviewed, as was an update from the NDC Partnership Programme on
coordination and cooperation frameworks to support Jordan's submission of these
contributions and proposals on climate finance in terms of harmonizing and channeling
financing around climate change priorities and actions.

B. Syria

Hussein Makhlouf, Minister of Local Administration and Environment, with Ala 'Aladdin Najm
Tahir Najm, Technical Adviser to the Minister of Water Resources of the Republic of Iraq,
discussed the existing cooperation and coordination between the two countries to address
climate challenges and their negative repercussions, in which water scarcity is one of the main
problems. The Syrian Minister noted that climate change compels Syria to act and join forces
to address pressing environmental issues and adapt to the impacts of climate change,
including water issues.*®

C. Palestine

Palestinian Environment Minister Nasreen al-Tamimi noted in a meeting with media outlets
that the State of Palestine had recently updated the nationally determined contribution
report and raised its ambition to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Although the State of
Palestine is not emission-producing, raising its contributions to mitigation is an affirmation of
the State of Palestine's effectiveness and interest in standing side by side with the world to
address this phenomenon, which threatens all life facilities on this planet, especially for
developing and island countries.

It also followed up on projects resulting from national plans, national strategies, and
priorities for different sectors and climate change, such as the $24 million water abundance
project for agriculture from the Green Climate Fund - The funding arm of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), in addition to several preparatory
projects from the Green Climate Fund that support Palestine's preparation for climate action
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and the preparation of climate change projects for various sectors, which reduce the negative
impacts of climate change and contribute to the promotion of agricultural and water work in
the West Bank and Gaza Strip in the coming years®.

Improving Education, Raising Awareness, and Human and Institutional
Target 3

Capacities to Mitigate Climate Change

First: North Africa:

A. Egypt

The Minister of Environment participated in the opening ceremony of the Chapter Zero Egypt
Society in Egypt. The Minister welcomed the cooperation with the Chapter Zero Society in
raising awareness for youth and entrepreneurs by providing technical support in bringing up
topics for discussion and using the Ministry's database as a reference for raising awareness,
such as climate change and biodiversity. The Minister of the Environment noted that young
people can create a generation aware of the importance of the environment and how to
preserve it and address environmental challenges. The Ministry of Environment has
collaborated with the Ministry of Education for three years to develop the Government's first
school curriculum to integrate the concepts of climate change, diversity, and environmental
sustainability in a simplified manner for students aged 7 to 15 years. In cooperation with the
Higher Council of Universities, the first university curriculum to be incorporated into various
university disciplines and to support students' and universities' initiatives is also being
developed?°.

Second: Arab Gulf States
B. Saudi Arabia

The Saudi Development Fund held a joint workshop with the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) at the Fund's headquarters in Riyadh to share knowledge and experience
in international development. The workshop reviewed international plans to combat climate
change and the most effective measurement mechanisms, including their relevance to the
international development framework. The workshop also discussed the current and future
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climate change impacts on developing countries' sustainable development goals and best
practices strategies on climate change to identify a road map for mitigating the global climate
threat. The specialists of the Saudi Development Fund highlighted during the workshop's
work highlight the Fund's efforts to combat climate change and the Fund's commitment to
contribute to sustainable development through clean energy and afforestation initiatives in
developing countries, enhance the environment, and create employment in sustainable
sectors. The workshop aligned with the Saudi Development Fund's goal of joining forces with
leading international organizations. Through its development projects and programs, the
Fund supports sustainable development goals achievement, which seek to promote growth
and prosperity in all developing countries®..

C. United Arab Emirates

The Government of the UAE called for the children's and young people's voices to be included
in the United Nations discussions through the Climate Action Agenda as those who will lead
change with their resolve and vitality, noting that the International Youth Climate Programme
funds the participation of 100 young people. The UAE, in partnership with the Presidency of
COP 28, UNDP, and UNICEF, organized a round-table dialogue on the impact of climate change

on young generations affected by conflict®2.

D. Bahrain

Under the auspices of Dr. Mohammed bin Mubarak bin Dinh, Minister of Oil and Environment,
Special Envoy for Climate Affairs, Acting Chief Executive Officer of the Supreme Council for
the Environment, and sponsored by the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW), The
Supreme Council for the Environment organized a workshop entitled "Biodiversity, climate
change, and nature-based solutions." Representatives from 16 countries across the Middle
East and North Africa participated in the workshop to discuss positive and durable solutions
to climate change inspired by nature before the Twenty-Eighth Conference of the Parties to
the United Nations Framework Conference on Climate Change (COP28). Dr. Mohammed bin
Mubarak bin Dina, Minister of QOil and Environment, praised the organization of this
workshop, which reflects Bahrain's commitment to achieving zero neutrality by 2060 and
establishing the Kingdom's endeavors to adapt and mitigate the effects of climate change
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based on the foundations of sustainable development and supporting Bahrain's Economic
Vision 2030. It is worth mentioning that the workshop included discussions under four main
themes: a common understanding of the impacts of climate change and biodiversity loss and
how to link them to nature, and the development of effective nature-based solutions that
support green economic development to combat climate change by 2050.°3

E. Qatar

The Ministry of Environment and Climate Change and the Qatar Council for Research,
Development, and Innovation have agreed to launch a research program on environment,
climate change, and research priorities in September and proposed steps to implement the
cooperative program, which aims to strengthen institutional and community partnership with
various stakeholders in the country. In the context of enhanced cooperation between the
parties, the two sides reviewed the latest developments and efforts in environmental
sustainability and climate change related to research and innovation within the framework of
the cooperation program signed in 2022.

Minister of Environment and Climate Change Sheikh Falih bin Nasser bin Ahmed Al
Thani briefed on what had been done over the past period, which included the launch of an
innovation opportunity on the platform of the Council of Ministries as part of the Open
Innovation Programme, as well as the accreditation of a research office of the Ministry of
Environment and Climate Change, as well as the Ministry's registration of environmental labs,
on the platform of the council, to make it available to researchers.>

Third: Levant Countries
A. Jordan

On July 27, the Jordanian Economic and Social Council held a workshop on climate change
and equitable transition in Jordan in cooperation with the Arab Federation of Trade Unions
to elaborate recommendations that would develop and promote equitable transition in the
transport and energy sectors. The equitable transition will provide new jobs that require the
promotion of social protection, training, and qualification, opening up workers' freedom of

Galaall (Ampalal) e aaind ) Jlall g Fliall s s seall g siill) ol sins A g0 Jas iy aadaii |, Flaall ¢ 5380 Galal) s gasall All s Tl 5 Ale 5y 53

FEREA
54 Qatar: Ministry of Environment and Climate Change, QRDI council to launch joint research program, ZAWYA,
http://bitly.ws/SxLt

26

www.maatpeace.org


http://bitly.ws/SxLt

Glasd] §odmg dnadilly piliad) Cc
Maat For Peace, Development, and Human Rights

representation and raising their trade union voice. Given the importance of advocating such
workshops for our belief that some aspects have not been adequately covered, pointing out
that the strategy needs to be further developed to come up with a clear vernacular reading
of the future of climate change. The workshop included three sessions that discussed the
energy sector, transport, finance, and loss compensation strategy, during which they analyzed
the challenges faced by Jordan's energy sector due to climate change, as well as presenting
available statistics on employment opportunities and the fate of workers on the energy
transition path, and discussed the subject of Jordan's financing for the transition to clean
energy>>.

Axis lll: League of Arab States' Efforts to Combat Climate Change

First: The General Secretariat organized a workshop entitled "Towards Climate Resilient
Food Systems:"

The most prominent efforts of the League of Arab States in the Climate file during July,
following a series of events organized by the Department of Environment and Meteorology
under the slogan "From Sharm el-Sheikh to Dubai: Outcomes and Objectives" In preparation
for the 28th session of the United Nations Conference on the Framework Convention on
Climate Change (COP 28) to be held in the United Arab Emirates, a workshop entitled
"Towards Climate Resilient Food Systems" was organized on 18/7/2023 jointly with AOAD and
FAO. More than 70 participants interested in agriculture, food security, and climate change
negotiations participated in the workshop by several Arab countries and Arab and
international organizations interested in the topic®®.

The workshop discussed the Chronivia Framework for Action for the Agricultural Sector,
adaptation actions, and financing needs of this vital sector which is linked to global food
security. This workshop was part of the plan of the General Secretariat of the League of Arab
States to prepare for the United Nations Conference on the Framework Convention on
Climate Change (COP 28), which is being held for the second consecutive year in an Arab
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State; this demonstrates the Arab States' active and prominent role in this important
subject®’.

Second: Organization of the sixteenth workshop to train Arab negotiators on climate
change

The League of Arab States held its sixteenth workshop to train Arab climate change
negotiators at the headquarters of the Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OAPEC) and jointly organized by the Department of Environment and Meteorology of the
League of Arab States, the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA A) and
the United Nations Environment Programme. The three-day workshop discussed the topics
of mathematical modeling to assess the impact of Paris Convention response measures on
various economic sectors, Article VI mechanisms, and the new global adaptation goal®®.

More than 50 negotiators from Arab countries participated in the workshop with the
participation of speakers from the secretariat of the United Nations Climate Change
Convention. The 34th meeting of Arab negotiators was held in the margins of the workshop,
where the Arab Negotiating Group's action plan was discussed in the coming period, and the
Arab negotiating position was prepared during the COP28 meetings. Ambassador Ali bin
Ibrahim, Assistant Secretary-General and Head of the Economic Affairs Sector, stated that the
workshop and the meeting held on its margins were part of the efforts of the General
Secretariat of the League of Arab States to contribute actively to supporting the efforts of
Arab States by developing the capacities of Arab negotiators in the field of climate change by
the latest advanced scientific curricula®®.

Axis IV: Analysis of Climate Action in July and Proposals for its Enhancement
First: Analysis of the climate action in the Arab region during July in numbers

Since the beginning of this year, most Arab governments have shifted their focus on the role
of youth in facing climate change, especially the UAE Government, being a President of COP
28, believing that success is based on the effective inclusion of all categories. Indeed, the
proportion of young negotiators under 35 in the COP28 team has reached about 70%. In
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addition to the first group of participants in the 100 International Youth Climate Delegates'
Programme, representing least developed countries, small island developing States,
indigenous peoples, and minority groups. COP28 will be the first climate conference to raise
the voices of the world's youth, incorporate their proposals and perspectives into global
climate policymaking, and is expected to open the way for enhanced youth participation in
all future conferences of the parties.

The target least achieved is the third target seeking to improve education, awareness-
raising, and human and institutional capacities to mitigate climate change. During July, there
were few awareness-raising activities to mitigate the effects of climate change. The target has
not been achieved for more than a month in many countries, topped by the Arab conflict
areas.

The countries that came first in terms of achievements in July were the UAE and Egypt.
To achieve the third target, they adopted policies and activities that reduce carbon emissions
over the long term. But this does not necessarily mean that they have been able to reduce
the damage of climate change, and both countries remain in the circle of Africa's most
vulnerable countries. Many countries disappeared in July without mentioning efforts to curb
climate change, perhaps most notably the State of Iraq, despite Iraq's ranking as the fifth most
vulnerable to climate change. Sudan and Eritrea are also States that are greatly affected by
the negative consequences of climate change. But in these States' armed conflict, State
efforts to promote climate action are disappearing. In Lebanon, where the country's
vulnerability to climate change continues to escalate without such change being a clear
priority in the interest of the authorities, the Lebanese authorities appear, for the most part,
insufficient to care about climate change and are unable to deal with it properly.

As for this month's State, Djibouti continues to face serious environmental problems,
ranking 130 out of 185 on the Notre Dame Global Adaptation Index, which assesses
vulnerability and readiness to adapt to climate change. Despite the Government's efforts and
considerable attention to climate action, the State continues to suffer from the negative
consequences of climate change; more than 70% of the population still lives in rural areas,
which rely heavily on climate-sensitive rain-fed agriculture. Regional climate impacts
combined with rapid urbanization are expected to threaten high poverty, low agricultural
productivity, food security and livelihoods, water resource stress, the geographical expansion
of diseases, land degradation, and infrastructure destruction if the State does not accelerate
the implementation of its climate change strategic plan.
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Given the efforts of the League of Arab States during July, it has intensified its entire
focus towards achieving the third target, "improving education, awareness-raising and
human and institutional capacities to mitigate climate change." During July, the university
held two workshops, one on raising awareness of the importance of climate-resistant
agricultural food systems and the other on training Arab negotiators in climate change. The
youth group attended the workshop. The university did not lose sight of the importance of
their participation in preparation for the COP28 climate conference.

Second: Recommendations

e First: To mitigate the effects of climate and reduce climate risks, Maat urges the League
of Arab States to build a partnership with the Government of Djibouti to launch
programs to prepare for the consequences of climate change, including the pre-
storage of supplies, food, water and other essential needs for which the State is in
urgent need.

e Second: Concerning the integration of young people into climate action, Maat
appreciates UAE's efforts to prioritize youth in COP 28. In this regard, Maat
recommends the Governments of the Arab States strengthen youth engagement in
the implementation of national strategies to reduce climate change and encourage
youth projects and organizations working to adapt to climate change.

e Third: Given the importance of grants and financial assistance needed to mitigate
losses and damage resulting from climate change, Maat calls on international and
regional financial donors to intensify their financial assistance to the Arab States,
particularly those most vulnerable to climate risks, notably Irag and those in conflict,
which lack strong institutions capable of financing the damage.

e Fourth: Maat recommends the League of Arab States to prioritize Arab youth in the
next period, whether through guidance, material, or technical support, to encourage
innovation and technological solutions to reduce environmental problems, as well as
their activation and promotion in society.

e Fifth: In the context of the exchange of experiences between Arab countries, Maat
urges the Ministry of Climate Change and Environment of the Arab Emirates to
organize workshops and panel discussions for UAE youth to integrate and encourage
them to participate in the exchange of experiences between Arab ministries of the
environment to support the efforts of less active governments.
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